
Quick: What do you think a fluvial geomorphologist does? 
If you hear the echo of “flow” in that word fluvial, you’re
getting close! A fluvial geomorphologist is a geographer who
studies rivers. Adriana (Didi) Martinez is just such a
geographer. She is trained to find out what makes rivers flow,
and how natural and human forces shape them. 
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Since she spent her childhood beside this mighty river, she knows both sides of the
border, which as a kid she and her family often crossed from her hometown of
Eagle Pass in the U.S. to the sister city of Piedras Negra (home of the first-ever
nacho in 1943!) in Mexico. Although her career had taken her far away—to Oregon,
and now to southeastern Illinois—Martinez never lost connection with her
hometown, and has returned there to do fieldwork on the impact of human activity
on the river.

Adriana Martinez, Physical Geographer

“Growing up on the border, there is an inherent cross-cultural mindset that I grew
up with. Both the U.S. and Mexico side are home, they aren’t separated from each
other,” she says. “And in the same way, the human is not separated from the river.
They are linked to each other. Things can’t be separated.”

Didi grew up in Eagle Pass, Texas, right on the banks of the 
Rio Grande. So it’s no wonder she was fascinated with rivers 
from early on. Today she studies the impact of human influences, 
from spreading invasive plants to the impact of border control, on the river she
loves best. 

In college, she discovered geography. "As I got to
know more geographers and interacted with those
professors, I realized the value that a geographic
lens can bring to research – you can examine the
interaction between many subjects, using the
sense of place.” 

Martinez enjoys working with students. “I seem to excel at 
bringing people together,” she says. “I like to help students realize their
potential in science and the geosciences. I want to increase diversity and
inclusion in the geosciences.” 

Read our full member profile of Adriana Martinez at https://bit.ly/3oMZ6fU

Discover more of AAG’s GeoAction Heroes at aag.org/geoweek 

https://bit.ly/3ZUSIDe


Image: View of the Rio Grande and border; courtesy Adriana Martinez.

The American Association of Geographers (AAG) brings together members of the global
geographic community. As a non-profit organization, we provide students, educators,
practitioners, and partners with the resources they need to enter the field, develop their
careers, and form professional friendships that can last a lifetime.

About the American Association of Geographers (AAG)

Through annual and ongoing programs, events,
and meetings, we aim to create a space in which
all geographers—wherever they come from—will
know they are valued, heard, and welcomed.

Discussion Activity Questions

1. What is a special place to you that you could imagine studying or helping, the way
Didi Martinez does with the Rio Grande where she grew up?

2. Didi Martinez describes geography as a subject that helps you "study the
interactions between many subjects." How is that possible? What is it about
studying places and maps that can help you understand many topics?


