Designing Washington D.C. continued from page 1

beyond the monumental precinct of the
National Mall, and in many ways, Washing-
ton still fails to close the gap between the
Federal Government and the largely black
city that surrounds it. There are of course
countless complex reasons for this but, in
terms of the city's physical design, one fea-
ture stands out: it has proven difficult for the
national government to support and execute
a grand aesthetic throughout a city of its
size. Washington's development has always
been piecemeal; as a result, while the capital
was intended to celebrate the nation's great-
ness, it has always exposed its shortcomings
as well.

The boldness of the original plan for
the Federal City is particularly striking if
we consider how paltry a thing the nation
was in 1791. It was financially crippled by
the Revolutionary War, run by a disputa-
tious Congress that was deeply ambivalent
about centralized power, and peopled by a
citizenry spread across a vast area who trav-
eled little and so had no reason
or chance to develop a national

to take advantage of their strategic juncture.
(See Figure 1, front cover,)

In contrast to the few meandering routes in
the environs beyond, the capital’s dynamic sys-
tem of streets furthermore suggests the ideal
way the nation's landscape could be rationally
ordered. They echo John Jay's claim in the
Federalist that the elastic federal infrastructure,
combined with the water routes nature pro-
vides, could conquer the continent.

At the same time the Federal City's lay-
out was designed to lure citizens to it in
order to acclimate them to the new national
organization. In his explanations appended
to his plan, LEnfant explained that the radi-
ating avenues connected the branches of
government—the Capitol, the President's
House, and the Judiciary—to outlying “state
squares” and so physically demonstrated the
new federal organization and its logical bal-
ance of powers. L'Enfant dynamic network of
streets created a physical model of the Con-
stitution and would thus help citizens bond

with the heretofore abstract nation. Mov-
ing through this magnificent space would
convert citizens to it. The avenues leading
directly to public squares decorated by stat-
ues of national heroes from a particular state
would, LEnfant maintained, “invite the youth
of succeeding generations to tread in the
paths of those sages or heroes whom their
country had thought proper to celebrate.”

Thomas Jefferson warned that the Federal
government should not build a lavish capital
for itself—that was what monarchies did—
and proposed a small village with a modest
grid-street plan as being both seemly and
representative of the nation at the time. But
LEnfant argued that if the capital was to be a
success, if it was to win the hearts and minds
of the citizenry and flourish, it had to be big.
It had to give concrete evidence—not of the
fledgling nation as it was—but of the great
empire it would become.

The city's grand scale, LEnfant pressed,
would be its most practical feature. It was

consciousness. L'Enfant and
Washington envisioned the
new capital not as the company
town for federal employees that
it might be considered today,
but as a thriving center of com-
merce alongside the national
government—a New York
City and an Albany all in one.
['Enfant designed a complex
network of streets, avenues, and
canals that would reach out and
tie the capital to the hinterlands
beyond. George Washington
predicted that the Potomac
River would be a major inland
route to the nation's western
lands and that the capital would
be a gateway to that traffic.
An early engraving of the city
and its ten mile square district
depicts this optimistic view, by
emphasizing the presence and
power of the Potomac and the
Anacostia Rivers as if the rea-
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son for the capital's location is

Figure 2: Geographical, Statistical, and Historical Map of the District of Columbia. Engraved by Young & Delleker, 1822.
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Washington Monitor

House Narrowly Passes
Groundbreaking Climate Bill

On June 26, the House of Representa-
tives narrowly passed a historic climate bill
that would curb U.S. greenhouse gas emis-
sions through a system known as cap-and-
trade. The final vote was 219-212—a narrow
result that included 44 Democrats casting
“no” votes, while only eight Republicans
crossed party lines to support the legislation.
President Obama and former Vice President
Gore lobbied members of Congress hard in
support of passage.

The cap-and-trade system aims to regu-
late emissions by forcing the largest produc-
ers of greenhouse gasses to clean up their
operations or fund projects that help offset
the release of these gasses into the envi-
ronment. The ultimate aim of the bill is to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions by over
80 percent by 2050, a target supported by
many climate scientists.

The House vote has been supported by
many in the research community. Just last
month, federal scientists at the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) warned that "the current trend in
the emission of greenhouse gas pollution is
significantly above the worst-case scenario
that this and other reports have considered.”
The Union of Concerned Scientists, a non-
profit organization originally formed at MIT,
hailed the House vote, saying the bill “sets us
on the path toward curbing global warming.”

Not all reaction to the bill was positive,
however. The Institute for Energy Research,
a non-profit supported by a mix of individu-
als and industry groups, warned that the leg-
islation would be very costly to major Amer-
ican businesses—costs that eventually will
be pushed along to consumers. Many of the
Democrats who voted against the bill rep-

resent pro-business districts or parts of the
country that are heavily reliant on coal min-
ing—an energy source that will be undercut
by provisions in the legislation.

Action on the bill now turns to the Sen-
ate, and the prospects there are difficult
to predict. It may be challenging for the
Democratic leadership to craft a bill that can
achieve a filibuster-proof majority—but the
President has said that the issue is one of his
major priorities for 2009. A vote is unlikely

before the fall.

NCLB Reauthorization Stalled
by Healthcare Reform Push

As readers of this column are well aware,
the AAG in recent years has vigorously sup-
ported dedicated funding to support the
teaching of geography at the elementary and
secondary school levels in the reauthoriza-
tion of the No Child Left Behind (NCLB)
Act. While we have made progress towards
this goal through educational meetings with
Congressional staffers and outreach by AAG
members, committee work on the bill has
been frustrated by delays on Capitol Hill.

Under the original schedule, NCLB was
due for reauthorization in 2007, but that has
been pushed back at different times by var-
ied political considerations. The latest road-
block has come in the form of the national
healthcare reform process—a major priority
of President Obama and the Congressio-
nal leadership that is being led by the same
committees with jurisdiction over education
issues.

In the Senate, the Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions Committee has taken
a lead role (along with the Senate Finance
Committee) in the health reform process
and has spent very little time discussing

NCLB issues this year. On the House side,

the Education and Labor panel has been
one of three committees working on health
reform—though it does not have primary
jurisdiction over health policy or financing
issues. Rep. George Miller (D-CA), Chair-
man of the Education and Labor Committee,
has continued to lead hearings on important
education issues in recent months, but his
primary focus will remain on healthcare for
the time being.

Congressional leaders have signaled that
they would like to finalize a healthcare reform
bill by the end of the summer. Whether that
timetable is ambitious or not remains to be
seen, but regardless, the NCLB reauthoriza-
tion will remain stalled for the time being.
The AAG will continue to work behind the
scenes to inform policy-makers about the
need for geography education until Con-
gress is ready to turn its attention back to
the issue.

Interior Appointee Will Oversee
USGS

On June 19, the Senate confirmed Presi-
dent Obama's nomination of Anne Castle
to serve as Assistant Secretary of the Inte-
rior for Water and Science. In her new role,
Castle will oversee the United States Geo-
logical Survey (USGS). She is a lawyer by
profession and has spent her career working
on water issues at a Denver law office.

Castle does have some government-
related experience—she previously served
on two state commissions in Colorado that
examined key water use issues. Service on
both of these bodies required gubernatorial
appointment. Castle has been sworn in to
her new position with the federal govern-
ment. Q

John Wertman

Receive Your AAG Journals Online Only

If you would prefer to receive your Journals, The Professional Geographer and The Annals of the AAG, online only,
and not to receive paper copies of the Journals, you may do so by logging into your online member profile and
editing your personal information. At the bottom of your profile page you may check boxes to opt out of receiving
paper copies of the AAG journals. AAG members will still have online access to all articles.

Please direct questions to Laura Miller at 202-234-1450 or Imiller@aag.org.
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What Stand Alone Geographers Need to Know

AGE is the AAG's affinity group com-

prised of Stand Alone GEographers.

A few years ago, the sages of SAGE,
Helen Ruth Aspaas and Tom Howard,
asked me to prepare some remarks for a
SEDAAG panel on how to create a vital
presence for geography on campuses with
but a single geographer. My 10-step pro-
gram is outlined below. While the list was
directed at “stand alones,” | believe that
faculty in small departments (especially
new faculty) can also benefit from the
advice.

1. Look for opportunities to advance
geography’s interest on campus.

If general education is being revised, express
yourself — even if you are not on the right
committees. If the university’s mission is
being reconceptualized, be there to offer
appropriate text. If you hear that an inter-
disciplinary program is being started, ask
for geography to be included. If you do
something noteworthy or get an award, let
your chair know.

2. Tie into the university's mission.

Read the mission statement when you
arrive on campus, and pay heed. If it
fancies itself as an international institu-
tion, cultivate geography's international
dimension. If it wants to be a leading
research university, cultivate geography’s
funding potential. If it has a mission
to train teachers, insinuate geography
into teacher training. If it sees itself as
a servant to the local community, apply
some geographic skills to getting things
done locally.

3. Educate your department chair and
your dean.

If you are “un seul” or “une seule”, your
superiors probably don't know much about
the professional field of geography — its

journals, its conferences, its special publica-
tions, its national interests. Don't lecture,
but look for “teachable moments” Your
chair needs your instruction as much as
your undergraduates.

4. Keep making the case for another geo-
grapher.

Even if you don't think there is any hope of
expanding geography's ranks, keep making
the case. Your words may plant the seeds
of change. And, be patient. It may take a
decade, and you may be gone to a better
position, but your vision may stay behind
and lead to growth.

5. Don't complain about the administra-
tion (except in private).

Realize that administrators have goals to
achieve and convince yourself that a geo-
grapher can help achieve them. Even if you
don't like those goals, just remember that
administrators change fast. You can outlast
them and their bizarre ideas. You have stay-
ing power because you represent a discipline
that has survived for 2500 years; they are
riding the currents of changing times. Most
will not survive at all.

6. Don't over-interpret everything that
happens on your campus.

Administrators are probably not out to rid
your campus of geography. In fact, if you are
the only geographer on campus, your pres-
ence is too unimportant for them to worry
much about. When administrative shuffles
occur, they are probably not directed at
getting rid of geography. And it may be that
those who didn't get tenure before you, were
just not the right people for your campus
environment.

7. Value your colleagues in other disci-
plines, particularly those in your depart-
ment.

Whether you are a stand-alone or in a
small department, don't underestimate the
vulnerability of being in a minority position.
To prosper, you will need friends and allies.
Your colleagues must know you as a person
and come to respect what you do as a geo-
grapher. Talk to them about both.

8. Stay active regionally and nationally.

It may or may not impress your department,
but you need to stay extramurally active
for your mental health. No one thrives in
isolation. Contact with other geographers
is important, just so you can talk about
geography. Plus, from colleagues in other
schools, you may gather ideas that may
make your life better as a stand-alone.

9. Like it or not, you have to be better
than everybody else.

It is the universal plight of powerless minori-
ties: to get ahead, you have to prove yourself.
Remember, though, not only do you have to
live up to expectations, you have to exceed
them. What you have backing you up is a
strong and growing discipline with a foot in
the past (one of the traditional liberal arts)
and a foot in the future (one of the high-tech
fields). Geography's armor will give you
strength you didn't know you had.

10. Remember: just as the journey of a
thousand miles begins with a single step,
the department of fifteen geography fac-
ulty began with a single geographer.

In the 1930s, there were only a handful of
geography department in the whole coun-
try. Today there are hundreds. Each of the
mother departments, began with a single
individual who did a good job, made the
case for geography, and looked toward the
future. You should too. Q

Don Zeigler
Old Dominion University

AAG Marble-Boyle GISci Undergraduate Achievement Awards

Nominations are due October 15, 2009. For details, see page 32.
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ORGANIZED SESSIONS
Individuals, groups, and specialty groups
may organize sessions at the AAG Annual

Meeting. Organized Sessions are a great way

to bring distant colleagues together to discuss

current research and to advance your field.

e Each session may list up to two organizers
and one chair in the program

e Paper Sessions consist of 5 papers or 4 papers
and a discussant. Each paper is expected to
conform to the 20-minute time limit.

e [llustrated Paper Sessions consist of § to 12
illustrated papers. Refer to the illustrated
paper guidelines for information on format.

e [nteractive Short Paper Sessions consist of
10-14 five-minute PowerPoint presentations
followed by interactive roundtable discus-
sion. Refer to the Interactive Short Paper
guidelines for more information on format.

® Panel Sessions consist of 4-6 participants.
These sessions are 100-minute discussions
among the panel and audience members.
Formal presentations are not to be part of
panel sessions.

SESSIONS ORGANIZED BY
THE PROGRAM COMMITTEE

If you choose not to participate in a pre-or-
ganized session, the AAG Program Committee
will place your paper into the most germane
session available. Every year the committee
organizes over 1,000 loose abstracts into the
most cohesive sessions possible. Please choose
your topics and keywords carefully to help
steer your paper into the best session.

REQUIREMENTS FOR
PROGRAM PARTICIPATION

Anyone interested in the advancement of
geography may participate in our annual meet-
ing. You are eligible to give a presentation or
participate in other capacities in the program
provided you are registered for the meeting.
You do not need to be an AAG member to
register. The AAG Council has implemented
new rules pertaining to the number of times
someone may appear in the annual meeting
program. As of the 2010 meeting, you may
present one paper and be a panelist in one
other session, or you may elect not to present

a paper, and appear as a panelist twice. You
may still organize multiple sessions. Anyone
who participates in more than two events runs
the risk of time conflicts that staff will not be
able to resolve.

REQUIRED FEES

All participants, except non-attending co-
authors, must pay the appropriate participa-
tion fee before submitting an abstract. Annual
meeting registration fees may be paid online.

ABSTRACT INSTRUCTIONS
Everyone who presents a paper, poster, in-

teractive short paper, or illustrated paper must

submit an abstract. Your abstract may not ex-

ceed 250 words and must be submitted online

after you pay your meeting registration fee.

The abstract must describe the presentation’s

purpose, methods, and conclusions. Please

notice and adhere to the following format

instructions for the body of the abstract:

® Do not put your name and affiliation in the
body of the abstract.

® Do not enter the title in the body of the
abstract.

® Do not use abbreviations.

® Do not use underlining, boldface type, ital-
ics, subscripts, or superscripts.

® Do not include any codes for justification,
hyphenation, line height, line centering,
margins, spacing, fonts, page centering, page
numbering, suppression, or tabs, in your
abstract.

® Do not use bulleted lists.

® Do not include phone numbers or e-mail
addresses in the body of the abstract.

® Do not use all caps.

GUIDE TO SELECTING
KEYWORDS

Keywords may be compound (such as
“political geography”). Keywords should
generally be nouns instead of adjectives or
adverbs. Do not use abbreviations. In creat-
ing your keywords, try to think of how
someone might want to search for your topic
in the abstract volume. If your presentation
is about color cartography, an appropriate
keyword might be “cartography-color.” Under

no circumstance can you use a comma Within
a keyword. Make certain your geography is
not too specific. For example, suppose your
paper is about southwestern Kentucky. A user
of the abstract volume interested in Kentucky
is going to search under the letter "K" instead
of "S" Therefore, use either "Kentucky" or
“Kentucky-southwest” as a keyword. In refer-
ring to a systematic sub field, do use the word
“geography.” Use “economic geography” as the
keyword and not “gconomic.” If you have a
choice between the plural and the singular
form, use the plural. If your keyword could be
“race” or "races,” use "races.”

Sample Keywords: cartography, atlases,
United States.

ENRICHMENT FUNDS

The Washington, D.C. Annual Meeting
Program Committee will allocate a total of
$12,500 to support participation of distin-
guished non-geographers in the 2009 Annual
Meeting. Contact the AAG office or visit the
Annual Meeting section of the AAG website
for an application form. The deadline for ap-

plications is September 27, 2009.

WORKSHOPS and FIELD TRIPS

Anyone interested in organizing a work-
shop or field trip for the 2010 AAG Annual
Meeting should contact Oscar Larson at meet-
ing@aag.org. Proposals should be submitted
by November 1, 2009. Workshops and field
trips are an excellent way for participants to
learn about different areas of geography in an
interactive environment. We encourage you to
submit your ideas for consideration.

DISCLAMER

The Annual Meeting of the Association of
American Geographers is an open forum for
sharing the results of research and teaching in
geography and related specialties. The contents
of annual meeting presentations by individuals
or groups at the annual meeting are theirs alone.
The Association of American Geographers
neither endorses nor disclaims the conclusions,
interpretations or opinions expressed by speak-
ers at its annual meeting.

Use the AAG’s Online Search Features for Annual Meeting Abstracts

Organize your participation in the Annual Meeting with the AAG's easy-to-use online search features, available on the conference website.
Individual abstracts may now be viewed as soon as they have been submitted, and session organizers may post their proposed sessions for
viewing. Proposed sessions may be searched by all visitors seeking information on the Annual Meeting, including non-members. Anyone who
is logged into the AAG website can match their abstract to sessions that have been posted and contact organizers directly about being added
to a session. Session organizers can use these tools to invite presenters to their sessions, or to create new sessions. The AAG Annual Meeting
will take place in Washington, D.C., April 14-18, 2010. Return frequently to www.aag.org/annualmeeting for conference updates or to search
current lists of proposed sessions and submitted abstracts.
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Peter A. Burrough

Peter Alan Burrough, an innovator in GIS
research, died earlier this year in Leiden,
The Netherlands.

Burrough received his BSc (First Class
Honors) in chemistry from the University of
Sussex, Brighton in 1965, and his doctorate
from the University of Oxford in 1969. In
1973, he went to Sydney, Australia to become
Lecturer in Soil Science at the University of
New South Wales. Burrough moved to The
Netherlands in 1976, where he was based
for nearly three decades. He first worked in
Wageningen as a Senior Research Scientist
at STIBOKA (the Dutch Soil Survey) from
1976 to 1980. He later moved to Wageningen
Agricultural University, where he became
Senior Lecturer in Spatial Analysis and Soil
Science. Burrough was appointed Professor
of Physical Geography and Geographical
Information Systems at the Geographical
Institute of Utrecht University in 1984.

Research activities in physical geography
at Utrecht University before that time had
mainly focused on geomorphology. Under
Burrough's leadership, GIS, geostatistics,
environmental modeling, and remote sens-
ing were introduced to both the teaching
curriculum and the research agenda of the
department. Between 1984 and 1994, he
was the initiator and chairman of two major
five-year research programs: Landscape,
Environment, and Land Use (LAMIRU)
from 1984 to 1988, and Geographical In-
formation Systems and Landscape Analysis
(GISLA) from 1988 to 1993.

Burrough is recognized for a seminal
work in GIS, Principles of Geographical Infor-
mation Systems. Published in 1986 by the
Clarendon Press, the book became an in-
strumental resource for soil scientists as well
as geographers, surveyors, social scientists,
urban planners and students in these fields.
The book promoted interest in the newly

developing GIS field.

Henry L. Hunker

Henry Louis Hunker, Professor Emeritus
at Ohio State University, died on April 10,
2009.

Hunker began his long association with
Ohio State University in 1949. He com-
pleted a PhD there in 1953, was appointed
Professor of Geography, and later served as
Professor in the School of Public Admin-

istration. He retired in 1994 following 41
years of service.

In 1957 Hunker was Fulbright Lecturer
at the University of Queensland, Australia,
and in 1972-1973 was a Battelle Memo-
rial Institute Fellow. He served in various
administrative positions at Ohio State, includ-
ing Assistant Dean of the College of Com-
merce and Business Administration 1966-68;
Director, Center for Community and Re-
gional Analysis 1968-1970; Associate Dean
of the College of Business 1989-90; and
Director of the Ohio State Summer Program
at Oxford University in England 1983-1985.

Hunker's work in economic geography
appeared in many professional and popular
journals. He authored several books, includ-
ing Industrial Development, Concepts and Principles
(1974), and Columbus: A Personal Geography
(2000). His courses attracted future business
leaders in Columbus and Central Ohio.
Hunker also served his profession as editor
of The East Lakes Geographer from 1963-72.

Alan D. MacPherson

Alan MacPherson, Professor of Geogra-
phy at the State University of New York at
Buffalo, died recently at the age of 51. He
had served as Chair of the Department of
Geography from 2001-2007. He was also
Director of SUNY-Buffalo's Canada-United
States Trade Center (CUSTAC).

MacPherson was born and raised in In-
verness, Scotland. He earned bachelor's and
master's degrees in geography from the Uni-
versity of Dundee in the United Kingdom in
1979, and a master's degree in planning from
Edinburgh College of Art in 1981. In 1982,
he earned a master's degree in geography
from the University of Toronto, where he
also earned his doctorate in 1988.

MacPherson's principal research interests
concerned the relationship between tech-
nological innovation and regional economic
development, with special emphasis on ex-
port development and Canada-U.S. trade.
His teaching included undergraduate and
graduate courses in international business and
economic geography. He became an Associ-
ate Professor at SUNY-Buffalo in 1988.

George R. Rumney

George Richard Rumney, Professor Emer-
itus at the University of Connecticut, died
recently at the age of 94. His 1968 college
textbook, Climatology and the Worlds Climates,

laid the foundations for the burgeoning study
of climate and climate change.

Rumney earned a bachelor's degree from
the University of Michigan in 1940. After
graduation, he enlisted in the Royal Ca-
nadian Air Force. Rumney subsequently
joined the U.S. Navy, where as a lieutenant
he commanded a submarine chaser in the
Pacific during World War II. He would later
attribute his fascination with atmospheric
phenomena to his years at sea.

Following the
war, Rumney joined
the Office of Strate-
gic Services (OSS)
for his knowledge
of geography and
mapping skills be-
fore returning to
the University of
Michigan, where
he earned a PhD
in 1947. In 1948, Rumney joined the faculty
of the University of Connecticut, where he
persuaded his colleagues and the adminis-
tration that the broad study of geography
merited its own separate department.

Rumney taught the University of Connect-
icut's first course in oceanography and lobbied
both the administration and the Connecticut
State Legislature to support marine sciences.
His efforts culminated in the University's
establishment of The Marine Science Institute
(MSI) at UCONN's Avery Point campus.

After his retirement as Professor Emeritus
in 1983, Rumney continued to travel, delving
into the maritime culture and history of Por-
tugal as well as making trips to Costa Rica's
cloud forests and the Australian outback.
He maintained an office at the Marine Sci-
ence Institute, where he attended seminars
and followed the progress of an increasingly
international group of graduate students while
continuing to write for various professional
journals. As a naturalist, avid walker, gardener,
and bird-watcher, Rumney headed the Groton
Long Point Conservation Commission for
several years following his retirement.

Rumney

Howard J. Nelson

Howard J. Nelson, who taught Geo-
graphy for many years at the University
of California at Los Angeles, passed away
May 19, 2009 in Carmichael, California.
He was 90 years of age. Q
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AAG Council Meeting Minutes

Las Vegas, Nevada
March 20-22, 2009

Attending: John Agnew, President; Carol
Harden, Vice President: Tom Baerwald, Past
President; Sallie Marston, Treasurer (via Skype);
Craig Colten, Secretary; Doug Richardson,
Executive Director; National Councillors: Les-
lie Duram, Audrey Kobayashi, William
Moseley, Marie Price, Dawn Wright; Re-
gional Councillors: David Kaplan (East Lakes),
Lisa Harrington (Great Plains Rocky Moun-
tains), Molly Brown (Middle Atlantic), Keith
Henderson (Middle States), Cathleen
McAnneny (New England-St. Lawrence
Valley), Nancy Wilkinson (Pacific Coast),
Donald Friend (West Lakes), and AAG Staff:
Patricia Solis and Rachel Franklin.

OPENING
Agnew called the meeting to order and
welcomed the council.

Marston moved to approve the minutes of the fall
megting, Moseley seconded; approved unanimously.
Marston moved to adopt the agenda, Harrington
seconded. Council approved the agenda unani-
mously.

President’s Comments

Agnew reiterated his principal goal to
encourage interaction between physical
and human geography. The president's ple-
nary session on water in the West will ex-
plore this intersection by considering the
sustainability of cities and agriculture in an
arid region. He encouraged the continua-
tion of efforts to develop interdisciplinari-
ty, internationalization, and strengthening
geography as a discipline in the academy.

Vice President’s Comments

Harden reported that the theme of her
tenure will center on the word “engage.”
She noted that we do interesting work,
but that too often we talk to ourselves. She
hopes we can continue to do more to pro-
vide leadership on crucial issues, particular-
ly as the new federal government adminis-
tration settles in. We are well positioned to

contribute to critical world problems, and
we need to be engaged in developing and
leading research efforts, and in shaping the
questions asked — particularly in times of
tight budgets.

Past President’s Comments

Baerwald expressed satisfaction with the
efforts by presidents to continue promoting
long-term AAG initiatives. He noted that
his presidential address will focus on inter-
disciplinarity, a key interest area over his
term on the Executive Committee. He also
underscored the importance of the mem-
bership having passed the resolutions to
amend the constitution and bylaws to allow
for electronic voting and to clarify the use
of petitions and resolutions. He mentioned
that in this meeting the Council would also
consider updates to the standing rules. He
added that he was pleased to see these ad-
vances and to have played a role in both
of these tasks that contributed to the op-
erational functioning of the association. He
closed by noting that the newly renamed
National Science Foundation's Geography
and Spatial Science (GSS) program web
page had just been posted and that the GSS
program had received the largest FY 2009
percentage budget increase among all the
programs in the Division of Behavioral and
Cognitive Sciences.

Reports from Regional and National
Councillors

Regional councillors solicited comments
from their respective divisions on the issues
facing geography as a discipline and geog-
raphy departments in times of budgetary
contractions. Councillors reported that a
consistent response from administrators is
that they are trying to avoid faculty layoffs.
Some better-managed or endowed schools
are facing less severe cuts. There are a few
major threats to departments, although this
differs by region. Some chairs reported fac-
ulty were deferring retirement to avoid the
loss of positions, while others reported re-
tirements have enabled some departments
to save graduate lines.

Many programs are anticipating an in-
crease in Masters, but not PhD students.
Funding for advanced graduate students is
extremely tight and external funding is of-
ten necessary, which may be forthcoming
given the federal government re-emphasiz-
ing climate change and expected NSF fund-
ing increases in the short term. With fewer
advanced students, departments are having
to realign labs and introductory courses that
rely on TAs.

Techniques that departments are using
to ward off cuts included entrepreneurship,
creating revenue streams from GIS labs, and
alliances with other departments. Certificate
programs are expected to grow during peri-
ods of high unemployment as workers seek
to retool and gain new credentials. Council
observed that geographers could play an
advisory role in budget oversight required
by the federal government economic stimu-
lus funding program. Also, geography can
emphasize socially relevant topics includ-
ing climate, economic development, en-
ergy, and hazards. Globalization and inter-
nationalization are key trends that provide
continued and growing need for geography
education. Preparing students for a global
society underscores the increasing central-
ity of geography to university and society.

Departments in private universities that
depend on tuition are fearful of declining
enrollment, as some students opt to attend
less expensive public schools. Loss of fac-
ulty lines in small departments can be more
detrimental than in larger departments.

To weather tough economic times de-
partment chairs work with administrators
to focus on metrics that demonstrate the
contributions of their departments. For ex-
ample, since geography often plays an im-
portant service role and has large sections;
chairs may do well to convince administra-
tors to emphasize head count in addition to
majors. Concern was expressed over losing
a cohort of geographers during a time of
widespread hiring freezes, and if unable to
find work, they may move away from aca-
demia. To mitigate this prospect, Council
suggested that departments might encour-
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AAG Annual Business Meeting Minutes

Riviera Hotel, Las Vegas, Nevada
March 27, 2009

Officials present: John Agnew, Presi-
dent; Tom Baerwald, Past President; Carol
Harden, Vice-President and President-
Elect; Douglas Richardson, Executive Di-
rector. Darrell Napton served as Parliamen-
tarian and Lisa Harrington served as Acting
Secretary:.

The business meeting was called to order
by President John Agnew. The agenda was
adopted with no dissent.

Agnew read names of 14 members de-
ceased in the last year, in order of their
deaths: Mary Meader, Mahmut Gokmen,
Leslie Curry, Bill Hance, Calvin Beale, John E.
Oliver, Jacquelyn Beyer, Walter Kollmorgen,
Gail Hobbs, Todd Reynolds, Jerry Showalter,
Gary Gaile, John H. Roscoe, and Phillip Kelly.
Reading of the names was followed by a mo-
ment in tribute.

The AAG received greetings from kin-
dred societies. Vatshi Bhatt conveyed greet-
ings and thanks from the Association of
Professional Geographers in India (APGI).
Yves Bouquet conveyed greetings from the
Association of French Geographers, thank-
ing the AAG for this conference and noting
hopes that more French geographers will
participate in the 2010 meeting.

Agnew formally announced results from
the spring 2009 elections. Officers elected
include Carol Harden, President, and Ken
Foote, Vice President. National Council-
lors elected are Amy Glasmeier and L.
Allen James. Sarah Bednarz was elected to
Honors Committee A; May Yuan and Eric

Sheppard were elected to Honors Com-
mittee B. John Paul Jones IlI, Susan
Roberts, and Julie Winkler were elected to
the Nominating Committee. The two reso-
lutions brought to the membership passed
by large margins. The resolutions revise the
AAG Constitution and Bylaws to 1) allow
for electronic voting, and 2) facilitate the
use of petitions and resolutions.

Douglas Richardson conveyed the Ex-
ecutive Director’s report and the Treasurer's
report. Richardson noted that the AAG has
had a good year, despite challenging eco-
nomic conditions. Membership has been
stable, with 10,396 members at the end of
the year. With national economic troubles,
meeting attendance is down, with an estimat-
ed 6300-6400 attendees for Las Vegas/2009,
as compared to over 7000 participants in
Boston/2008. The fiscal year, ending 31 Au-
gust 2008, saw an increase of $1,170,000 in
AAG funds over the previous year. A new
endowment fund has been established to en-
able long-term stability and funding of criti-
cal programs and special needs.' The initial
amount put in the endowment will be on the
order of $5.3-5.4 million. Richardson noted
that the AAG is well positioned to weather
the economic downturn, but will be cau-
tious in spending and will continue to work
to generate external funding. He closed with
recognition of AAG staff present.

Agnew gave the Presidents report. He
complimented Richardson on financial
management of the organization, and com-
plimented AAG staff for the jobs they do,
including conference organization. He also
thanked editors of the Annals and the Profes-
sional Geographer for their hard work and not-

ed that the journals are on a very good track.
Agnew noted that the conference has been
a great success, and that he was particularly
pleased with the attendance and theme (wa-
ter) of the Presidential Plenary session.

Agnew noted resolutions passed at the
Council meeting just prior to the general
conference. The resolutions were to 1) thank
Tom Baerwald for his leadership as Vice Pres-
ident and President of the AAG; 2) thank
outgoing Council members for their service,
including Sallie Marston (Treasurer), Craig
Colten (Secretary), Dawn Wright (National
Councillor Chair), Don Friend (Regional
Councillor Chair), Keith Henderson (Mid-
dle States), and David Kaplan (East Lakes);
and 3) authorize the Executive Committee
to create a task force to consider revisions to
the AAG Statement on Professional Ethics. A re-
port from the task force is expected for the
next Council meeting (October 2009).

In other business, a question was raised
regarding the venue to follow the Seattle
meeting in 2011. Richardson responded
that Miami, Tampa, and New York are un-
der consideration. Planning has not been
completed as far in advance as usual due to
economic and hotel concerns. Q

Meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,
Lisa M. Butler Harrington,
Acting Secretary

IN.b. The new fund was announced as the Douglas
Richardson Endowment for Geography's Future at the Past
President's Address, March 23.

1UARTER #ENTURY

The August, 1984 edition of the AAG
Newsletter included an “Editor's Note” from
Salvatore J. Natoli, who remarked on the
passing of his 15th anniversary as News-
letter Editor by thanking the member-

ship, publications committees, executive
directors, and assistant editors with whom
he had worked over the years, and by
recalling significant moments in the publi-
cation’s history. Volume 1, number 1 of the

AAG Newsletter was published in November,
1967 and was only four pages long. Natoli
oversaw the development of most of the
regular sections still published today after
taking the helm on August 1, 1969. Q
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UNITED STATES

*ALABAMA, TUSCALOQOSA.

Professor/Chair, Department of Geography. The
Department seeks an outstanding candidate with
a PhD in Geography, demonstrated excellence in
teaching and research, demonstrated administrative
and leadership skills in an active department with a
graduate program, a proven record of gaining external
funding, and the ability to teach courses and mentor
graduate students within the department’s focus areas.

The University of Alabama invites nomina-
tions and applications for the position of Professor
and Chair of the Department of Geography. The
Department seeks an outstanding candidate with
a PhD in Geography, demonstrated excellence in
teaching and research, demonstrated administrative
and leadership skills in an active department with
a graduate program, a proven record of gaining
external funding, and the ability to teach courses and
mentor graduate students within the department's
focus areas. Research specialization is open. The
Department has 12 faculty members and offers BA,
BS, and MS degrees in Geography and Environmen-

tal Science, with a long term goal of a PhD program
with a focus on human-environmental relationships.
The faculty has a range of research interests in
human geography and planning, physical geography;,
and geographic techniques. The Department offers
a collegial and supportive work environment for
faculty, and is home to the Map Library and Place-
names Research Center, as well as the Cartographic
Research Laboratory, a self-supporting, nonprofit
facility providing custom mapping and GIS services.
The Laboratory also hosts the Alabama Maps online
collection of maps and aerial imagery.

Applications will be accepted until the position
is filled, with priority given to applications submit-
ted by October 1, 2009. The expected start date is
August 16, 2010.

Apply: to apply online, visit the University of
Alabama jobs website at https:/facultyjobs.ua.edu.

Letter of application, curriculum vitae, descrip-
tion of administrative experience, statements of
administrative and teaching philosophy, teaching
and research interests, vision statement, and a list of
five potential referees should be submitted online.
Questions should be directed to Joe Weber, Chair of

"Jobs in Geography" lists positions available with US institutions who are Equal Opportunity Em-

ployers seeking applications from men and women from all racial, religious, and national origin groups,

and occasional positions with foreign institutions.

Rates: Minimum charge of $150. Listings will be charged at $1.25 per word. Announcements run

for two consecutive issues unless a stated deadline permits only one listing. The charge for running

an announcement more than twice is one-third the original charge for each subsequent listing. We

will bill institutions listing jobs after their announcements appear in JIG for the first time.

Deadline: JIG announcements must reach the AAG before the rst of the month to appear in JIG for the
following month (eg: 1 January for February issue). Readers will receive their Newsletter copies between
the 5th and the 15th of the month. Schedule job closing dates with these delivery dates in mind.

Format: Announcements should be sent as an attachment or in the body of an e-mail to
jig@aag.org. The announcements must be saved in Microsoft Word 5.0 or greater, or Corel WordPer-
fect 6 or greater. No job announcements accepted by phone. Follow format and sequence of current
JIG listings. All positions are full-time and permanent unless otherwise indicated. State explicitly if
positions are not firm. Employers are responsible for the accuracy and completeness of their listings. JIG
will not publish listings that are misleading or inconsistent with Association policy. Employers should
notify the Editor to cancel a listing if the position is filled. The Editor reserves the right to edit announce-
ments to conform with established format. All ads must be in English.

Display ads are also available. Ads will be charged according to size: 1/6 page (2 1/4" x 5") $335; 1/3
page vertical (2 1/4" x 10")$475,1/3 page square (4 3/4" x 4 3/4") $475; 1/2 page horizontal (7" x 5") $625; 2/3
page vertical (4 3/4" x 10") $750; Full page (7" x 10") $900. Display ads run for one month only.

Affirmative Action Notice: The AAG Affirmative Action Committee requires job listers to send
to the JIG Editor the name, academic degree, sex, and rank of each person appointed as a result of
an announcement in JIG.

Geographer Available. A service for AAG members only. Send personal listings of 50 words or
less, following the format of current listings. Listings run for two consecutive issues. Enclose $25
with listing. A blind listing service is available - the editor will assign a box number and forward
inquiries to the member listed.

* Indicates a new listing

www.aag.org " _EWSLETTER -

the Search Committee, Department of Geography;,
Box 870322, University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa,
Alabama 35487 (205-348-0086, jweber2@bama.
ua.edu). Information about the Department is avail-
able on our website at http:/geography.ua.edu.

The University of Alabama is an Equal Opportu-
nity/Affirmative Action employer and actively seeks
diversity among its employees. Women and minority
candidates are strongly encouraged to apply.

JUAG 09-085-4

*COLORADO, BOULDER.

The Department of Geography at the Uni-
versity of Colorado at Boulder invites applications
for a tenure-track Assistant Professor position
in Human Geography. A PhD in Geography
or a related discipline is required at the time of
appointment. Preference will be given to applicants
with expertise in the spatial analysis of human
geographic phenomena. Research interests in
urban and/or economic geography are especially
welcome. The successful candidate must be able to
teach the quantitative methods course required for
graduate students in the department, and a course
in spatial statistics, along with other courses in the
candidate’s research specialty. Applicants should
have a commitment to excellence in both teaching
and research and to maintaining an active program
of funded research.

Applications are accepted electronically at www.
jobsatcu.com, posting #807543. Review of applica-
tions will begin October 1, 2009.

The University of Colorado at Boulder is com-
mitted to diversity and equality in education and
employment. In that spirit, applications at all levels
will be considered from those who would strengthen
the Department's diversity. See www.colorado.edu/
geography for more information about geography
at CU and www.colorado.edu/ArtsSciences/Jobs for
full job description.

For further information, please contact the Chair
of the search committee, Tim Oakes (toakes@
colorado.edu).

JUAG 09-088

*ILLINOIS, ELMHURST.

The Elmhurst College Department of Geography
and Geosciences announces a full-time tenure-track
Assistant Professor position in GIS/Geospatial Tech-
nologies and Physical Geography to begin at the
start of the academic year 2010-2011. The College is
a private, liberal arts based, four-year institution with
eleven graduate programs offered, of approximately







to: Dekan der Chemisch-Geowissenschaftlichen
Fakultdt, Friedrich-Schiller Universitit, Humboldtstr.
11, D-07743 Jena, Germany.

JUAG 09-087

*SWITZERLAND, LAUSANNE.

The Faculty of Geosciences and Environment
at the University of Lausanne invites applications
for a Professor position in Social Geography.
The successful candidate will help strengthen the
existing center of competence in urban studies at
the Institute of Geography. The search is for a can-
didate in the general area of urban social changes
(employment, insecurity, exclusion, ageing, etc.).
The successful candidate will participate in inter-

disciplinary research on the social dimensions
of urban issues, with a focus on public policies.
Responsibilities include teaching on the bachelor,
master and PhD levels, as well as developing a
vigorous, internationally recognized research pro-
gram capable of attracting external funding.

Appointment will be made as a tenure-track
assistant professor or a full professor, depending on
qualifications. Application deadline: September 18,
2009. Starting date: August 1, 2010 (or alternative
agreed upon date).

Apply: Please send your application both by
e-mail and by hard copy to: Faculty of Geosci-
ences and Environment, University of Lausanne
to the attention of the Dean Prof. Jean Ruegg,

Batiment Amphipole, CH-1015 Lausanne, Switzer-
land. E-mail: Doyen. GSE@unil.ch.

Applications should include a cover letter, curric-
ulum vitae, publication list, a statement of research
goals and interest, reprints of five publications and
names and contact information of five referees. Fur-
ther information is available on the Faculty website:
http://www.unil.ch/gse.

For any specific enquiries, please contact the
Dean of the Faculty: Prof. Jean Ruegg, (doyen-gse@
unil.ch).

The University of Lausanne is an equal opportu-
nity employer encouraging applications by women
and minorities.

JUAG 09-091 Q

The AAG Nominating Committee for
the 2010 election is seeking nomina-
tions for AAG Vice President (one to be
elected) and for National Councillor (two
vacancies). Those elected will take office
on July 1, 2010. Members should submit
the names and addresses of each nominee
and their reasons for supporting each
nomination to any member of the com-
mittee no later than August 31, 2009. As
part of your nomination statement, please

Call for Nominations:
Vice President and National Councillor

confirm that your nominee is willing to
be considered by the nominating com-
mittee for the position for which you are
nominating her or him.

Committee members are: 1) John Paul
Jones III, University of Arizona, De-
partment of Geography and Regional
Development, 409 Harvill Building, Box
#2, Tucson, AZ 85721 (jpjones@email.
arizona.edu); 2) Susan Roberts, University
of Kentucky, Department of Geography,

1471 Patterson Office Tower, Lexington,
KY 40506 (sueroberts@uky.edu); and 3)
Julie Winkler (Chair), Michigan State
University, Department of Geography,
238 Geography Building , East Lansing,
MI 48824 (winkler@msu.edu).

Lists of past and current AAG officers
may be found in the Handbook section
of the current issue of the AAG's Guide to
Geography Programs in the Americas.

Reminder: Call for Abstracts
2011 Special Issue of the
Annals of the Association of American Geographers

The Annals of the Association of American Geographers invites abstracts of papers to be considered for a Special Issue on

Energy. This special issue will be the third in a series that highlights the work of geographers on themes of timely impor-
tance and global significance. Papers will be sought from a broad spectrum of scholars who draw on a geographic per-
spective to address any one or more of the following related themes: geophysical and biogeographic dynamics of energy
systems, nature-society and human-environment interactions related to energy, and topics pertaining to the economic,
human, social, political, cultural, historical, and methodological issues that are focused on the geographic dimensions of
energy. Examples of potentially relevant topics include original research focused on geographic analysis of energy and
resource production, use, and consumption; alternative energy sources and social-environmental dynamics and impacts;
energy policy; energy conservation; and other relevant areas. Abstracts of no more than 350 words should be submit-
ted by August 1, 2009 to rmaier@aag.org. Final papers of no more than 7,000 words—to be submitted via Manuscript
Central—will be due by March 1, 2010 for publication in 2011. All submitted papers will be subject to full peer review.
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WVENTS

2009

AUGUST

4-6. Second Circumpolar Conference
on Geospatial Sciences and Applications
(GeoNorth 2009). Fairbanks, AK. Co-
sponsored by USGS. http://alaska.usgs.gov/
science/geography/IPYGeoNorth.

16-19. Tenth Asian Urbanization Confer-
ence. Hong Kong. www.hku.hk/asia2009.

17-21. Space, Time and Place Confer-
ence 2009: Remote Sensing in Archeology.
Tiruchirappalli, Tamil Nadu, India. www.
spacetimeplace2009.org.

23-27. 14th International Conference of
Historical Geographers (ICHG). Kyoto,
Japan. www.bun.kyoto-u.ac.jp/ichg.

26-28. RGS/IBG Annual Conference.

Manchester, England. www.rgs.org.

SEPTEMBER

21-25. COSIT 09, 9th International Con-
ference on Spatial Information Theory.
Aber Wrac'h, France. www.cosit.info.
24-27. National Conference on Geo-
graphy Education. San Juan, Puerto Rico.
WWww.ncge.org.

25-26. Great Plains/Rocky Mountain AAG
Regional Meeting. Logan, UT. Contact:
Doug Ramsey (doug.ramsey@usu.edu).
27-Oct. 1. Institute of Australian Geogra-
phers Annual Conference. Cairns, Austra-
lia. www.iag.org.au.

30-Oct. 3. Pacific Coast AAG Regional
Meeting. San Diego, CA. http://geography.
sdsu.edu/apcg.

OCTOBER

2-3. Middle Atlantic AAG Regional
Meeting. Germantown, MD. Contact:
Tanya Allison (tanya.allison@montgomery-
college.edu).

11-13. 50th Annual Meeting of the Society
for the History of Discoveries. Raleigh,
NC. www.sochistdisc.org.

18-21. Geographical Society of America
Annual Meeting. Portland, OR. www.
geosociety.org/meetings/2009.

21-23. ESRI Southwest Users Group
(SWUGQG) Conference. www.swug2009.com.
24, East Lakes AAG Regional Meeting.
Dayton, OH. www.aag.org/Regions/East_
lakes.cfm.

26-29. AfricaGIS 2009 Conference. Kam-
pala, Uganda. www.africagis2009.org.

28. Abstract Submission Deadline:
2010 AAG Annual Meeting.
WWwWw.aag.org.

28-30. Applied Geography Conference.
Baton Rogue, LA. http://applied.geog.kent.
edu/appliedgeog.

29-31. Pioneer America Society and East-
ern Historical Geography Association joint
meeting, Pipestem, WV. www.pioneer
america.org/conference_information.htm.

29-31. Southwest AAG Regional Meeting.
North Little Rock, AR. www?2.geog.okstate.
edu/swaag.

30-31. West Lakes AAG Regional Meeting.
Saint Paul, MN. www.macalester.edu/
geography/09aagwestlakes.

NOVEMBER

6-7. Middle States AAG Regional Meeting.
New Paltz, NY. Contact: Larry McGlinn
(mcglinnl@newpaltz.edu).

6-7. Nestval AAG Regional Meeting. Sa-
lem, MA. Contact: Steven Young (syoung@
salemstate.edu).

15-21. 24th International Cartography Con-
ference. Santiago, Chile. www.icc2009.cl.
15-21. Geography Awareness Week. www.
mywonderfulworld.org.

16.-20. International Conference on Soil
Geography, “Soil Geography: New Hori-
zons." Huatulco Santa Cruz, Oaxaca, Mexico.
www.soilgeography09 fciencias.unam.mx.
22-24. Southeast AAG Regional Meeting.
Knoxville, TN. Contact: Ron Kalafsky
(kalafsky@utk.edu).

2010
APRIL

14-18. AAG Annual Meeting.

Washington, DC. www.aag.org.

JULY

12-16. IGU/UIG Regional Conference
2010: "Bridging Diversity in a Globalising
World." Tel Aviv, Israel. www.IGU2010.

com.

2011
APRIL

12-16. AAG Annual Meeting.

Seattle, Washington. www.aag.org.

IWARD $EADLINES

2009

SEPTEMBER

15. AAG Enhancing Diversity Award.
www.aag.org/grantsawards.

15. AAG Honorary Geographer.
www.aag.org/grantsawards.

15. AAG J. Warren Nystrom Award.
www.aag.org/grantsawards.

15. Tyler Prize for environmental science.
www.usc.edu/dept/LAS/tylerprize.

15. Guggenheim Fellowships. www.gf.org.

22. AAG Enrichment Fund.
www.aag.org/grantsawards.

OCTOBER

15. Marble-Boyle Undergraduate Achieve-
ment Awards in Geographic Science.
For more information see www.aag.org/
grantsawards/marble_boyle.htm.

15. NSF doctoral dissertation research
improvement proposals. www.nsf.gov.

15. National Humanities Center Fellow-
ships 2009-2010. www.nhc.rtp.nc.us.

15. Hiett Prize in the Humanities.
www.dallasinstitute.org.

15. McColl Family Fellowship. Contact
Mary Lynne Bird at (212) 422-5456,

MLBird@amergeog.org (for info only), or
see AGS website: www.amergeog.org.

AAG Grants and Competitions
The AAG offers numerous grants and
awards. Visit www.aag.org/grantsawards for
a full listing including detailed descriptions,
deadlines, and application procedures.

NSF Grants and Competitions
Detailed information about NSF grants and
awards is available at www.nsf.gov.

Www.aag.org
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