March 20, 2017

The Honorable John Culberson
Chairman, Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies
U.S. House Committee on Appropriations

The Honorable Jose Serrano
Ranking Member, Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies
U.S. House Committee on Appropriations

The Honorable Richard Shelby
Chairman, Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies
U.S. Senate Committee on Appropriations

The Honorable Jeanne Shaheen
Ranking Member, Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies
U.S. Senate Committee on Appropriations

RE: Oppose funding cuts at NOAA
Dear Senators and Representatives,

According to recent reports, the Trump administration plans to propose budget cuts of nearly $1 billion
for the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) in Fiscal Year 2018 (FY2018). The
Washington Post has reported that the 17 percent cut would target climate science, external research,
coastal management, estuary reserves, and coastal resilience — including a crippling 26 percent cut to
the Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research. The release of the “America First” OMB budget
confirms that the Trump administration is proposing to cut the Department of Commerce by $1.5 billion
and to eliminate NOAA grants and programs “supporting coastal and marine management, research,
and education, including Sea Grant.”

The undersigned include groups and individuals that support NOAA’s ocean, coastal, and fisheries
programs. We write to express our extreme dismay at OMB’s proposed budget and the leaked FY2018
NOAA budget details and to ask that you ensure that no such budget becomes a reality for our
nation’s premier ocean agency. We urge you to maintain funding for NOAA at or above current levels.

At the same time that we are hearing deeply concerning reports about NOAA’s FY2018 budget proposal,
the agency’s FY2017 budget expires in less than two months. We also urge you to ensure that the final

FY2017 budget for NOAA maintains at least current funding levels, and makes additional investments
in our oceans and coastal communities where possible.

NOAA’s mission to understand, protect, restore, and manage our ocean, coasts, and Great Lakes is
vitally important to sustain these resources and our economy. The U.S. ocean and coastal economy
contributes $359 billion annually to the nation’s GDP and supports 3 million jobs. There is a good reason
that NOAA is in the Department of Commerce, and adequate funding is vital to support a healthy and
resilient ocean that can maintain and grow our coastal economies and communities. For example, our
nation’s fisheries and seafood sector is a $214 billion dollar industry and fishermen rely on information
from NOAA to make the most informed decisions on where to fish, how to fish and when to fish. Coastal



wetland buffer zones in the U.S. are estimated to provide $23.2 billion per year in storm protection, and
NOAA works to build resilient coasts that are more storm-ready and prepared for threats like sea level
rise and ocean acidification.

Much of the U.S. ocean is under federal jurisdiction, and yet many of NOAA’s programs focus on pushing
resources and decision-making power out to regions, states and communities. From region-by-region
fishery management, to region-specific programs in places like the Arctic, to extramural funding that
supports state agencies and universities, to place-based conservation in our estuaries and oceans, NOAA
is providing leverage for hardworking people on the coast and on the water who are fighting for a
stronger economy and a healthier ocean.

We ask that you also consider the balance between NOAA'’s oceanic and atmospheric missions, and the
nexus between the two. Americans should not have to choose between weather satellites and ocean
and coastal resources like coral reefs and marine mammals. We need both. NOAA’s ocean programs
support many other federal agencies and missions that will also suffer if NOAA funding is cut. For
example, ocean observations and monitoring provide critical information for severe storm tracking and
weather forecasting. And ocean programs facilitate homeland security and national defense functions,
including U.S. Navy operations and U.S. Coast Guard search and rescue.

We urge Congress to fund NOAA at current levels or higher in FY2017 and FY2018 and to prioritize
investments in ocean, coastal, and fisheries programs.
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Professor & Chair

Department of Ecology, Evolution and
Marine Biology

University of California Santa Barbara

Dr. Jeffrey Abell
Department of Oceanography
Humboldt State University

Jennifer Smith
Professor
Scripps Institution of Oceanography

Jonathon Stillman, Ph.D.
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Geology & Geophysics
Yale University
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Lighthipe Chair of Earth, Ocean and
Environment

School of Marine Science and Policy
The University of Delaware
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University of Miami

Laura Lorenzoni

Research associate
College of Marine Science
University of South Florida
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Lanes Island Oyster Farm in Yarmouth,
Maine

Anne D. Burt
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University of Montana
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Masters Graduate Student
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Rescue Manager
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Marine Research Scientist
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Engineering
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Seacoast Science Center
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Shellfish Grower

Barnegat Oyster Collective & Forty North
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Assistant Professor

Department of Marine and Coastal Sciences
Institute of Earth, Ocean and Atmospheric
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Rutgers University

Emelia Oleson

Adopt-a-Beach Coordinator, Cape May
Point, NJ
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Emile DeVito, Ph.D.
Manager of Science
NJ Conservation Foundation

Erica Ashe
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specializing in sea-level modeling
Rutgers University
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Professor/Marine Extension Agent Emeritus
Rutgers Cooperative Extension

Immediate Past President, US Aquaculture
Society

George Mathis
Shellfish Grower/ President
Heritage Shellfish Cooperative

Grace Saba

Assistant Professor

Department of Marine & Coastal Sciences
Rutgers University

John Reinfelder

Professor

Department of Environmental Sciences
Rutgers University



Karen Bemis

Research Associate

Department of Marine and Coastal Sciences
Rutgers University

Lori Garzio

Research Analyst

Department of Marine and Coastal Science
Rutgers University

Michael F. Crowley
Oceanographer/Program Manager
Rutgers University

Michelle Stuart
Marine Scientist
Rutgers University

Oscar Schofield

Distinguished Professor and Chair of Marine
Sciences

Rutgers University

Robert E Kopp

Professor, Department of Earth & Planetary
Sciences

Director, Coastal Climate Risk & Resilience
Initiative

Associate Director, Rutgers Energy Institute
Rutgers University

Robert Sherrell

Professor

Department of Marine and Coastal Sciences
and Department of Earth and Planetary
Sciences

Rutgers University

Samantha Bova

Postdoctoral Fellow

Earth, Ocean and Atmospheric Sciences
Rutgers University

Silke Severmann

Associate Professor

Department of Marine & Coastal Sciences
Rutgers University

Travis Miles, Ph.D

Assistant Research Professor

Center for Ocean Observing Leadership
Department of Marine and Coastal Sciences
Rutgers University

New York

Baerbel Hoenisch

Associate Professor

Lamont-Doherty Observatory of Columbia
University

Carl Safina, PhD

The Safina Center

Endowed Professor for Nature and
Humanity, School of Marine and
Atmospheric Sciences

Co-chair, Alan Alda Center for
Communicating Science

Steering Committee, School of Journalism
Stony Brook University

Christine Santora

Assistant Director for Policy and Outreach
Institute for Ocean Conservation Science
School of Marine and Atmospheric Sciences
Stony Brook University

Christopher Gobler

Professor

School of Marine and Atmospheric Sciences
Stony Brook University

Mike Martinsen

Shellfish Grower and Commerecial
Fisherman Montauk Shellfish Company, Inc.
Co-founder/president

Montauk Pearl Oysters

Aquaculturist

Nina Overgaard Therkildsen

Assistant Professor

Department of Natural Resources, Cornell
University

Peter Malinowski
Director, Billion Oyster Project



New York Harbor Foundation

Robin Hadlock Seeley, Ph.D.

Marine Scientist

Academic Coordinator and Senior Research
Associate

Shoals Marine Laboratory

Cornell University

Steve Malinowski PhD.
President and Chief Scientist
Fishers Island Oyster Farm, Inc.

Susan Spieler, PsyD

Clinical Psychologist

Psychologists for Social Responsibility
NYC Grassroots Alliance

Taro Takahashi

Ewing Lamont Research Professor
Lamont-Doherty Earth Observatory of
Columbia University

Trisha Bauman
CEO & Founder
TJ Bauman

Warren D. Allmon

Director, Paleontological Research
Institution, and

Hunter R. Rawlings, Ill Professor of
Paleontology,

Dept. of Earth & Atmospheric Sciences,
Cornell University

North Carolina

Dr. Alina M. Szmant

Adjunct Professor of Marine Science
AAUS Scientific Diving Lifetime
Achievement Awardee

Center for Marine Science

University of North Carolina Wilmington

Dr. Astrid Schnetzer

Director and Associate Professor, Honors
Program

Marine, Earth and Atmospheric Sciences
College of Sciences

North Carolina State University

Dr. Joni Thomas Backstrom
Part-time Faculty
University of North Carolina Wilmington

Joseph R. Pawlik

Professor

Department of Biology and Marine Biology
Center for Marine Science

University of North Carolina Wilmington

Michael Flynn

East Carolina University
Stockton University
Michael Baker International

Rachel T. Noble, Ph. D.

Mary and Watts Hill Jr. Distinguished
Professor Director

IE/IMS Morehead City Field Site
Institute of Marine Sciences

University of North Carolina Chapel Hill

Stephen A. Skrabal, Ph.D.

Professor, Department of Chemistry and
Biochemistry

Associate Director for Education, Center for
Marine Science

University of North Carolina Wilmington

Oregon

Andreas Schmittner

Associate Professor

College of Earth, Ocean, and Atmospheric
Sciences

Oregon State University

Brian Haley
Associate Professor (Sr. Res.)
Oregon State University



Bruce Menge
Department of Integrative Biology
Oregon State University

Dawn J. Wright, Ph.D.

Professor of Geography & Oceanography
College of Earth, Ocean and Atmospheric
Sciences

Oregon State University

Mark Wiegardt
Whiskey Creek Shellfish Hatchery

Melissa Keyser

Program Coordinator

Haystack Rock Awareness Program — City of
Cannon Beach

Misty Scevola
Natural Resources & Biology Teacher
Franklin HS at Marshall Campus

Pennsylvania

Elizabeth M. De Santo, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor of Environmental
Studies

Department of Earth and Environment
Franklin & Marshall College

Dr. Erik Cordes

Associate Professor, Temple University

Oil & Gas Working Group Lead, Deep Ocean
Stewardship Initiative

Rachel Chaput
Dingmans Ferry PA

Shannon Reiter
President
Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful

Thomas Arnold

Professor, Department of Biology

Chair, Department of Environmental Studies
Dickinson College

Rhode Island

John West
Owner
Moonstone Oyster Company

Katherine Masury
Program Manager
Eating with the Ecosystem

Mason Silkes
American Mussel Harvesters Inc.
Salt Water Farms LLC

Nicole Twohig
Development Coordinator
Quahog Bay Conservancy

Richard Burroughs

Professor

Department of Marine Affairs
University of Rhode Island

Sarah Schumann
Self-Employed Shellfish Harvester
Warren, RI

Sunshine Menezes, Ph.D.
Executive Director
Metcalf Institute
University of Rhode Island

South Carolina

Andrew S. Mount
Associate Professor
Department of Biological Sciences
Organization
Clemson University



South Dakota Captain Tommy Leggett
Commercial Fisherman and Shellfish grower

Suzanne ludicello, JD Owner of Chessie Seafood and Aquafarms

Independent consultant, author,
researcher; former director Fisheries &
Environment Alaska Governor's
Washington, D.C. office; former member
NOAA Marine Fisheries Advisory
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