
Volume 44, Number 2 • February 2009

In This Issue

From the Meridian .................2
President’s Column ................3
Washington Monitor ..............9
Book Reviews .........................14
Op-Ed ........................................15
Call for Papers ........................17
Award Deadlines...................20
Forthcoming in

AAG Journals ....................20
Grants & Competitions .......21
Specialty Group News ............22
Jobs in Geography ...................24
Events .......................................31

AAG Newsletter 1www.aag.org

Special Session Tracks
at the 2009 AAG Annual Meeting

Activities for Families
in Las Vegas

When planning your AAG Annual Meeting 
itinerary, make sure to note the many the-
matically-organized paper and panel ses-

sion tracks at this year’s conference. The full list of 
sessions is available on the AAG website at www.
aag.org/annualmeetings/2009. A listing of all ses-
sions will be published in the conference program, 
to be available on-site in Las Vegas. Examples of a 
few special session tracks are described below.

Geographic Research in Africa
Throughout Africa, researchers are harnessing 

the power of geographic methods to address envi-
ronmental sustainability and other pressing issues. 
This special track of sessions spotlights the work of 
scientists and practitioners who apply geographic 
tools and methods to expand our understanding 
of complex, trans-boundary sustainable develop-

ment issues such as food security, biodiversity, 
carbon emissions and water quality, among others. 
The track will build on the U.S. Department of 
State’s Global Dialogues on Emerging Science and 
Technology initiative, which has promoted the 
use of geospatial science for sustainable develop-
ment in Africa through organizational capacity 
building and the strengthening of spatial data 
infrastructure. 

Geography & Human Rights
The AAG and the Science and Human Rights 

Program of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science (AAAS) are jointly 
sponsoring a special track of sessions address-
ing Geography and Human Rights. As a wide 

We moved to Nevada when my chil-
dren were very young. My impression 
of the state, like that of most people 

from elsewhere, was largely negative. When 
I thought of Nevada, I thought of casinos, 
gambling, and all of the adult activities for 
which the state has a reputation. I was dubi-
ous about raising a family here. Now, with my 
children grown, I have a completely different 
view of the state. Outside of the casino dis-
tricts, we always found a wide array of family 
activities for our children, and yes–they even 

attended birthday parties in casinos on occa-
sion and had a very good time. 

While I raised my family in Reno, my col-
leagues in Las Vegas can share similar thoughts 
on the great activities for families in Nevada. 
So for all those who approach a trip to Las 
Vegas with a measure of skepticism, I encour-
age you to visit us here in the west. We are 
anxious for others to come here and actually 
tell their friends about it, because contrary to 

Continued on page 6Trail rides are just one of the many activities 
available to families in and around Las Vegas. 
See article at right for more fun things to do.
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Continued on page 6

Annual Meeting Registration Discount Deadline is March 10

www.aag.org/annualmeetings/2009
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variety of geographers produce methods 
and analysis of interest to human rights 
work around the world, the implications 
and importance of spatial relationships 
continue to move toward the foreground 
of debate. This session will review a cross-
section of geography with applications to 
ongoing human rights work. Attendees 
with relevant experience are encouraged 
to attend and contribute their knowledge 
to a developing database on geography 
and human rights.

Geography of HIV/AIDS
The AAG and the National Institute on 

Drug Abuse (NIDA) are jointly sponsor-
ing a symposium on Geography, HIV/
AIDS, and Drug Abuse, to be held on 

March 24, 2009, in conjunction with the 
AAG Annual Meeting in Las Vegas. The 
symposium will focus on the global geog-
raphy of risk – specifically, drug use/abuse 
and the risk for HIV/AIDS in a globalizing 
world. Geographers, sociologists, medical 
researchers, epidemiologists, anthropolo-
gists, public health scientists, and others 
with active research in the geographical 
dimensions of drug use/abuse and HIV/
AIDS will participate in the program. 

Historical GIS
This special track of sessions focuses on 

the challenges and opportunities presented 
by the growth of GIS and geography 
in historical research. More than just a 
technology, GIS is helping to transform 

the disciplines of geography and history 
by allowing scholars to ask new questions 
from new perspectives, and to mine vast 
amounts of data that previously remained 
impervious to traditional historical methods 
alone. This special track examines and 
demonstrates the ways that geographic 
technologies and perspectives can have 
a profound effect on historical research 
when coupled with traditional methods of 
historical analysis.

In addition to the above sessions, AAG 
Specialty Groups also organize hundreds 
of special sessions that integrate multiple 
perspectives and in-depth research on a 
broad range of topics and regions. See the 
AAG website for details (www.aag.org). ■
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popular belief, we don’t think everything 
that happens here needs to stay here.

Museums and Tours in 
Las Vegas

Considered by many to be the best 
children’s museum in Las Vegas is Leid 
Children’s Discovery Museum. The 
museum features hands-on exhibits in the 
arts, sciences, nature, music and humani-
ties; a Traveling Exhibition Gallery; 
an Early Childhood Pavilion and an 
eight-story Science Tower with unique 
interactive exhibits for kids from toddler 
(little learners) to youth and adults alike 
to explore. Activities include Boulder 
Mountain where kids wear hard hats and 
run the mining equipment, Desert in the 
Dark where they learn about animals 
night activities, exhibits for babies still 
too young to walk where they can explore 
with their hands, eyes and ears, laser 
harps, wheelchair basketball and mechan-
ics shops where all the tools area available 
for use.

The Las Vegas Natural History 
Museum is right across the street from 
the Lied Museum. In addition to sections 
on Nevada’s native animals, an African 
gallery, a wildlife gallery and a dinosaur 
gallery, there are excellent hands-on 

exhibits, handling areas with live snakes, 
and a gallery featuring marine life.

For something of a more local nature 
there is the Atomic Testing Museum, 
which tells the story of the development 
of the Nevada Test Site. The museum 
features first-person narratives, large iconic 
artifacts, environmental re-creations, the-
atrical devices, and interactive elements for 
personal exploration with multiple view-
points of the nuclear program expressed 
in multimedia presentations and stunning 
graphics. The museum was created to 
document and interpret the unique history 
associated with over 50 years of nuclear 
weapons research and testing conducted at 
the Nevada Test Site (located just north of 
Las Vegas but closed to the public).

For a completely different twist on 
technology there is the Pinball Hall of 
Fame, a non-profit “working museum” 
covering 4,500 square feet and housing 
the world’s largest collection of pinball 
machines, all restored to mint condition. 
Machines range from the 1950s to the 
1990s and from 25 cents per play up to 
50 cents for the newer ones. So bring a 
pocket full of quarters and play to your 
heart’s content. Far more entertaining than 
an arcade in the casinos, and all profits go 
to non-denominational charities. Entrance 

is free. See www.pinballmuseum.org for 
more information.

If you prefer something sweeter, attend 
one of the daily tours of the Ethel M 
Chocolate Factory and cactus garden in 
Henderson, a few miles south of Las Vegas. 
The best times to visit are during weekdays 
between 8:00am and 3:30pm when the 
chocolates are being manufactured. The 
factory tour wanders among the pipes, 
conveyer belts and tanks that hold between 
20,000 and 35,000 gallons of chocolate. 
They are generous with free samples and 
the tour is free. While there you can stroll 
through the amazing cactus gardens. Why 
cactus? The owner simply likes them!

Outdoor Activities around 
Las Vegas

On the site of the original meadows 
that Las Vegas is named for (and only a 
short drive from the conference hotel) lies 
the Springs Reserve, a recently developed 
environmental education and interpretive 
center focused on sustainable living within 
the desert. This site will be visited by several 
AAG field trips, but for a family there are 
enough activities to spend the day. 

Although the original springs dried up 
in due to lowering of the water table, the 
site has been restored with several acres 
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