
4	 AAG Newsletter www.aag.org

November 2009

From the Meridian continued from page 2

guide national and global responses to 
climate change.

Geography was exceptionally well rep-
resented in the NAS study, with three of 
the study’s four investigative panels led or 
co-led by geographers, and many other 
geographers involved in key components 
of the research. Presenters at the AAG’s 
presidential session on America’s Climate 
Choices will include Diana Liverman, vice-
chair of the NAS study’s Informing Deci-
sions panel; Marilyn Brown, vice-chair 
of the Limiting Emissions panel; Tom 
Wilbanks, vice-chair of the Adapting to 
Impacts panel; and Billie Lee Turner of the 
Advancing Science panel. Other geogra-
phers involved in the NAS study included 
Ruth DeFries, Bob Kates, Susi Moser, Jim 
Buizer, and Linda Mearns.

Hundreds of other sessions address-
ing geographical dimensions of Climate 
Change are planned for the AAG’s Wash-
ington, DC meeting. These include a ten-
year retrospective analysis of the AAG’s 
Global Changes, Local Places research program 
and publication, with implications for cur-
rent policy and research in the climate 
change field; presentations on three new 
AAG programs focused on climate change 
education and teaching; perspectives on 
the use of GIS in climate change regulatory 
and enforcement strategies, including cap 
and trade scenarios; and sessions spon-
sored by US federal agencies on fostering 
inter-agency synergies and coordination of 
climate change programs. Numerous other 
sessions will cover the full gamut of cur-
rent climate change research, ranging from 

carbon sequestration and climate change 
modeling to vulnerability analyses and so-
cial equities of climate change control and 
adaptation policies.

I encourage geographers from around 
the globe to bring to the fore their re-
search and perspectives on climate change 
and related topics during the coming 
pivotal months of this debate. The AAG’s 
Annual Meeting in Washington, DC may 
well represent the most important time 
and place for geography to engage and 
influence the far reaching science and 
public policy (and inherently geographi-
cal) decisions now confronting us on the 
issue of climate change.

Doug Richardson
drichardson@aag.org

T he Visiting Geographical Scientist  
Program (VGSP), sponsored by 
Gamma Theta Upsilon (GTU) and 

the AAG, has announced the addition of 
supplemental support for applications in-
volving Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities, Tribal Colleges, Hispanic-
Serving Institutions and other Minority-
Serving Institutions (MSIs). 

The VGSP sponsors visits by promi-
nent geographers to colleges and universi-
ties across the country. Its purpose is to 
stimulate interest in geography, especially 

in small departments that do not have the 
resources to host well-known speakers.  
Participating institutions select and make 
arrangements with the visiting geogra-
pher. The program requires that one sci-
entist visit two or more institutions over 
a one-to-three day period. The VGSP 
covers travel costs and provides a small 
honorarium to the speaker.

Expanded support for VGSP is made 
possible by funding from the National 
Science Foundation as an aspect of the 
AAG’s ALIGNED Project (Addressing 

Locally-tailored Information Infrastruc-
ture & Geoscience Needs for Enhancing 
Diversity).

Minority-serving institutions are not 
required to have active Gamma Theta 
Upsilon (GTU) chapters.

Information on applying is available on 
the AAG’s website at www.aag.org/Educa-
tion/aag/edu_visitingscientist.cfm. 

Questions and requests for additional 
information may be directed to Matthew 
Koeppe at mkoeppe@aag.org. n

Visiting Geographical Scientist Program 
Expands Support to Minority-Serving Institutions

AAG Historical GIS Website and Sessions 
www.aag.org/historical_gis

The AAG’s new Historical GIS Clearinghouse and Forum is 
now available online. Designed to help scholars address signifi-
cant challenges involved in creating GIS-based historical archives 
and conducting historical research using GIS, visitors may both 
explore and contribute to this interactive site, created through 
the award of a Chairman’s Grant from the National Endowment 
for the Humanities (NEH).

The AAG is also currently organizing scholarly panels and 
workshops on historical research and geographic technologies 
for the AAG’s 2010 Annual Meeting, to be held in Washington, 
D.C., April 14-18. Deadline for the submission of abstracts for 
the Annual Meeting is November 18, 2009. See www.aag.org/
annualmeetings for more information and to register.


