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Monumental Washington
“A Civic Rite of Passage”

E ach year, twenty-five million  
visitors come to Washington D.C. 
For many the experience is a “civic 

rite of passage.” D.C. has hundreds of 
memorials, from statues of generals on 
horseback (of which there are dozens) 
to lesser-known memorials and fountains 
located on side streets or tucked away in 
small parks. But most visitors focus their 
visit on the “Monumental Core” of the 
National Mall, the geographic center-
piece of the capital city.

Washington D.C., like most national 
capitals, contains spaces for public as-
sembly and ceremony, and stages for the 
enacting of the rituals of nationhood. In 

Washington, D.C. these are almost exclusive to the 
National Mall. This is the Washington of postcard im-
ages and the evening news; this is the Washington most 
come to see. Those of you coming to Washington, 
D.C. for the 2010 AAG Annual Meeting will want to 
plan some time to see it too, especially if you’ve never 
been or haven’t been in a long time.

The National Mall is an expression of our demo-
cratic experience, and visitors “read” the Mall as a 
physical expression of national identity. Geographers 
have long referred to “place as text” to decode the land-
scape and to show that memorials and monuments are 
not merely ornamental features in the urban landscape, 
but are highly symbolic signifiers that confer meaning 
on urban space; they represent the politics of power.

Continued on page 10The Vietnam Veterans Memorial is one of many ritual 
spaces on the National Mall. See article at right. Wash-
ington, D.C. will be the site of the 2010 AAG Annual 
Meeting.
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Deadline Extended to November 18 for Annual Meeting Abstracts
www.aag.org/annualmeetings

I n a precedent-setting decision the California 
Court of Appeal has affirmed that public agencies 
must provide their geodata at the cost of duplica-

tion and may not restrict how a requestor may use 
or redistribute the data. Following a legal battle of 
three years, Santa Clara County has provided a copy 
of its GIS parcel basemap data to the California First 
Amendment Coalition (CFAC) in compliance with 
California‘s Public Record Act. Santa Clara County 
had been selling its geodata for $158,000. The cost 
CFAC finally paid was $3.10 per disk, plus shipping. 

“We have always believed that the public should 
have essentially free, unrestricted access to digital 
mapping data that were created by the government 
with public funds” said Peter Scheer, Executive Direc-
tor of CFAC. 

The Court of Appeal affirmed a decision by the 
California Superior Court that both the Critical 
Infrastructure Information Act and the accompa-

nying Department of Homeland Security (DHS) 
regulations do not shield county parcel basemaps 
from public scrutiny.  These federal regulations make 
a distinction between submitters of Protected Critical 
Infrastructure Information to DHS and recipients of 
such information from DHS. The Court of Appeal 
was also clear that California government entities do 
not have the right to use copyright law to restrict 
disclosure or impose limitations on the use of their 
data, which had been another one of the County‘s 
justifications for selling its data. 

Of the eight counties that still charge more than 
the direct cost of duplication for their parcel basemap 
data, Bruce Joffe, founder of the Open Data Consor-
tium project, said that he hopes they will quickly 
reset their data cost policy according to the Court 
decision.

For more information on this issue, see www.first 
amendmentcoalition.org. n

Court Rules for Open Access
to California Geodata


