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T he International network of Research 
on Coupled Human and natural 
Systems (CHAnS-net), with sup-

port from the national Science Foundation 
(nSF), is pleased to announce a series of 
CHAnS events being organized in conjunc-
tion with the 2010 AAG Annual Meeting in 
Washington, D.C.

Current plans would have CHAnS-net 
activities focused on the first three full days of 
the AAG Annual Meeting (April 14-16). In ad-
dition to presentations and a workshop within 
the Meeting, there will be opportunities for 
discussion and a small number of select presen-
tations on CHAnS research at the nSF. 

The focus of the 2010 CHAnS activities 
will be to synthesize across CHAnS research 
projects and identify special opportunities 

for CHAnS research over the next 5 to 10 
years as well as recommendations regarding 
ways that the research community can best 
pursue those opportunities. The presentation 
of project findings will be complemented by a 
workshop designed to produce cross-project 
syntheses suitable for publication. 

Those interested in participating should 
visit chans-net.org (http://www.chans-net.
org/cn_newsandevents.aspx) for details. 
Abstracts are due to CHAnS-net by  
October 20, 2009.

Those interested in organizing or helping 
to organize a symposium session should 
contact CHAnS as soon as possible at the 
following address: CHAnS-net, Center 
for Systems Integration and Sustainability, 
115 Manly Miles building, Michigan State 

University, East lansing, MI 48824, USA. 
Voice: 517-432-5025. Fax: 517-432-5066. 
Email: CHAnS-net@csis.msu.edu. Web: 
www.CHAnS-net.org.

The CHAnS Fellows Program of 
CHAnS-net will provide financial support 
for the participation of approximately 10 
junior scholars (e.g., graduate students, post-
doctoral associates, and junior faculty) in 
these activities. There will be opportunities 
for informal interactions among CHAnS 
project investigators and among junior 
scholars and senior colleagues. Details can 
be found at www.CHAnS-net.org. n

CHANS Network at the  
2010 AAG Annual Meeting

T he AAG’s new Historical GIS  
Clearinghouse and Forum is  
now available online at www.aag. 

org/historical_gis. Visitors may both 
explore and contribute to this interac-
tive site.

Created through the award of a 
Chairman’s Grant from the national 
Endowment for the Humanities (nEH), 
this AAG initiative is designed to help 
scholars address significant challenges 
involved in creating GIS-based histori-
cal archives and conducting historical 
research using GIS. It will serve two 
primary functions, providing a clearing-
house of GIS-based historical archives and 
research projects from around the world, 
and creating an interactive discussion center 

to facilitate dialogue between historians, 
geographers, and other scholars. 

This digital humanities resource will 
allow researchers to draw on best practices, 

identify and avoid common pitfalls, 
develop reliable standards, and address 
larger conceptual and theoretical chal-
lenges. In addition, the forum will pro-
vide basic online instructional materials 
for those scholars who are relatively 
new to GIS technologies and their 
complex capabilities.

The AAG is also currently orga-
nizing scholarly panels and work-
shops on historical GIS archives and 
research for the AAG’s 2010 Annual 
Meeting, to be held in Washington, 
D.C., April 14-18. Deadline for the 
submission of abstracts for the An-

nual Meeting is October 28, 2009. See 
www.aag.org/annualmeetings for more 
information. n

AAG Historical GIS Clearinghouse  
and Forum Now Available Online
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