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AAG Past President Thomas Baerwald an-
nounced that Douglas Richardson has 
been selected as a recipient of the AAG 

Presidential Achievement Award for 2009. An 
award ceremony was conducted during the 
Past President’s Plenary at the AAG’s Annual 
Meeting in Las Vegas, during which Baerwald 
presented the award and delivered the following 
statement on behalf of the AAG Council:

“On behalf of the AAG and with unani-
mous concurrence of the AAG Council, I 
am proud to present Douglas Richardson 
with the 2009 AAG Presidential Achievement 
Award. Doug earned his bachelor’s degree 
at the University of Michigan, his M.A. at 
Goddard-Cambridge College, and his PhD 
at Michigan State University.  Doug worked 
on the Northern Cheyenne Research Project 
and with the Council of Energy Resource 
Tribes before founding GeoResearch, Inc. 
This company was one of the first private-
sector firms devoted specifically to geographic 
research, and it became a worldwide leader in 
GPS/GIS technology, automated mapping, 
and geographic management systems.

After selling the company in 1998, Doug 
began working with the AAG in 2000, first 
as Director of Research and Strategic Initia-
tives. In January 2003, he was appointed to  
serve as the AAG Executive Director. Since 

that time, the AAG has grown and prospered, 
and with it, geography as a field has advanced 
in many different ways. Evidence of Doug’s 
success at overseeing the AAG have been the 
growth of membership from 7,000 in 2002 to 
more than 10,000; the growth in registrations 
at our Annual Meetings from the 4,000 range 
as late as 2003 to more than 7,000; and the 
transformation of the operating budget of the 
AAG from significant losses in the early years 
of this decade to the generation of positive 
net assets for six consecutive years that have 
totaled almost $6.5 million.

Under Doug’s leadership, the AAG has 
entered into a publication agreement that 
expands the number of issues, pages, and 
distribution of the AAG journals while provid-
ing secured funding for the association.  He 
has led efforts that have greatly expanded the 
association’s activities in education, research, 
public policy, and outreach.  The AAG is very 
fortunate to have as its executive director an 
individual who is both a knowledgeable geo-
grapher from both scholarly and practitioner 
perspectives, but also a skilled administrator 
whose business acumen enables it to be as 
effective and efficient as possible.

In addition to leading the AAG, Doug has 
served in critical positions with the Popu la tion 
Reference Bureau, the University Consortium 
for Geographic Information Science, the Con-

sortium of Social Science Associations, and 
several college and university foundations.

Because of Doug’s leadership, the AAG 
has gone from a precarious financial situation 
to a position that enabled Council last year 
to direct that $5 million be placed in a new 
endowment fund for the long-term benefit of 
the association. On behalf of the Council, I 
am pleased to announce that this new endow-
ment has been named the  Douglas Richardson 
Endowment for Geography’s Future. 

Doug has been named a recipient of this 
award for his outstanding service as a geogra-
pher, as the leader of a path-breaking company 
that advanced geographic information science 
and technology, and as the Executive Director 
of the Association of American Geographers, 
which he has enabled to be a strong, cohesive, 
inclusive, and vibrant organization working to 
advance geo graphy now and in the future. I 
ask you to join me in recognizing and thanking 
Doug for his outstanding service to geography 
and to the AAG.” 

Previous recipients of the AAG Presidential 
Achievement Award are Harm de Blij, Bruce  
Alberts, Donald Meinig, Alan Voorhees, Trevor  
Barnes, Wilbur Zelinsky, Jack and Laura  
Dangermond, James Knox, David Ward, and 
Thomas Wilbanks. n
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McColl Family Fellowship
The McColl Family Fellowship, given by 

Dr. and Mrs. Robert W. McColl, consists of 
round trip airfare to any place in the world 
of the candidate’s choosing. The candidate 
must secure funding for other expenses from 
other sources. The only obligation of the 
Fellow is to write an article based on the visit 
abroad that is suitable for publication in Focus 
on Geography magazine and that is submitted 
to the editor within six months upon return 
from the trip.

As is true of all Focus on Geography authors, 
candidates must be geographers or others 
“who think like geographers and write like 

journalists.” Selection is by a committee cho-
sen by the AGS Council. The fellowship 
for this year was won by Assistant Professor 
Matthew Farish of the University of Toronto 
for a research project on the impact of the ra-
dar network established across the Canadian 
Arctic in the 1950s during the Cold War. 

Applications for the McColl Family Fel-
lowship for the year 2010 must be received in 
the AGS offices by October 15, 2009. They 
are to consist of the candidate’s curriculum 
vitae; a covering letter of no more than three 
pages that describes a) the proposed trip, b) 
the reasons for selecting that itinerary, and 
c) the candidate’s particular competence for 

doing fieldwork there; and a statement of the 
sum requested. Samples of writing similar 
to the style of Focus on Geo graphy may be 
included. Only submissions by hard copy will 
be accepted.

Apply: applications should be sent to: 
McColl Family Fellowship Committee, The 
American Geographical Society, 120 Wall 
Street, Suite 100, New York, New York 
10005-3904.

For further information please contact 
Mary Lynne Bird at (212) 422-5456 (voice), 
(212) 422-5480 (fax), or by email at MLBird@
amergeog.org (for information only), or see 
the AGS website at www.amergeog.org. n
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