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National Academy of Sciences  
Elects Three Geographers

National Geographic Bee  
Crowns 2009 Champion

The National Academy of Sciences 
(NAS) has elected two geogra-
phers as members and a third as a 

foreign associate in rec og ni tion of their 
distinguished achieve ments in original 
scholarship. Ellen Mosley-Thompson, 
Anthony Bebbington, and Eric Lambin 
were among the 72 new members and 
18 foreign associates elected in vot-
ing that took place at the NAS Annual 
Meeting on April 28, 2009.

Ellen Mosley-Thompson is Professor of Geogra-
phy in the Department of Geography, Ohio State 
University, and Senior Research Scientist at the 
Byrd Polar Research Center, Ohio State University.  

She uses ice cores collected from polar  
ice sheets and high mountain glaciers 
to reconstruct the Earth’s complex cli- 
mate history, building high-resolution  
annual records of net mass accumula- 
tion, atmospheric dustiness and chem-
istry, and temperature as inferred from 
stable isotopic ratios. Recent publica-
tions include “Spatial variation of the 
influence of the North Atlantic Oscilla-

tion on precipitation across Greenland” (2008, with 
Calder, C.A., and Craigmile, P. F.) in the Journal of 
Geophysical Research (Atmospheres), and “A 1000 year 

T hirteen year-old 7th grader Eric Yang of Griffin 
Middle School near Dallas, Texas, won the 2009 
National Geographic Bee without missing a single 

question during the final round of competition, held May 
20, 2009, at the headquarters 
of the National Geo graphic 
Society in Washington, D.C. 
Yang’s bravura performance 
was perhaps to be expected: 
he has already taken the SAT 
college entrance exams, on 
which he scored a 2200 (of 
2400 possible points). 

The National Geographic 
Bee, now in its 21st year, is a  
nationwide contest for schools 
with any of the grades four 
through eight. Fifty-five stu-
dents representing the 50 U.S.  
states, the District of Co-
lumbia, the Pacific territo-

ries, Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, and the 
Department of Defense Dependents Schools trav-
eled to Washington, D.C. to compete May 19-20. 
Ten emerged from the first day of competition to 
compete in the final round, which was moderated 
by Alex Trebek of the popular television game show  
Jeopardy! Contestants ranged from ages 9-15 and emerged 
from a field of approximately 5 million students.

Early in the final round, during a break in the com-
petition, Trebek slowly crisscrossed the stage, making 
small talk with each contestant for the audience and 
the TV cameras. As he did, the 10 students, all boys, 
revealed their interests and hobbies, which ranged from 
building model airplanes to the history of World War 
II battles to collecting postcards to sports. But while 
the breadth of those interests seemed unsurprising for 
a group of teenage boys, the depth of their accomplish-
ment often was: Zaroug Jaleel, an eighth grader from 
Lexington, Massachusetts, has already won several state 
chess championships, and just a few weeks earlier had 

Continued on page 4
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Mosley-Thompson

Seventh-grader Eric Yang, 13, of Texas, celebrates with his parents  
William and Aileen in the moments after winning the 2009 National 
Geographic Bee.
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history of atmospheric sulfate concentra-
tions in southern Asia as recorded by a 
Himalayan ice core” (2007, with Duan, K., 
L. G. Thompson, T. Yao, and M. E. Davis) 
in Geophysical Research Letters, 34. 

Anthony Bebbington is Professor of Na-
ture, Society and Development and ESRC 
Professorial Research Fellow, IDPM, School 
of Environment and Development, at the 
University of Manchester. His work ad-
dresses the political ecology of rural change 
with a particular focus on social movements, indigenous organizations, 
livelihoods, extractive industries and socio-environmental conflicts. 
His most recent books and edited collections include Can NGOs 
Make A Difference? The Challenge of Development Alternatives (Zed, 2008, 
with D. Mitlin and S. Hickey), Institutional Pathways to Equity (World 
Bank, 2008, with A. Dani, M. Walton and A. de Haan), Mining, social 
movements and peasant responses: a political ecology of territorial transformations 
(Instituto de Estudios Peruanos/CEPES, 2007), Mining and development 
in Peru (Peru Support Group, with M. Connarty MP, W. Coxshall, 
H. O’Shaughnessy and M. Williams), Development success: statecraft  
in the South (Palgrave, 2007 with W. McCourt) and “Social Move-
ments and the Dynamics of Rural Development in Latin America,” 
a special section of World Development (2008, with R. Abramovay and 
M. Chiriboga).

Eric Lambin, Professor, Department 
of Geography and Geology, University 
of Louvain, Louvain-la-Neuve, Belgium, 
was elected to NAS as a foreign associate. 
He was previously Assistant Professor at 
Boston University and Expert for the Eu-
ropean Commission at the Joint Research 
Center (Ispra). Lambin is the current 
Chair of the Land-Use and Land-Cover 
Change (LUCC) program of the Inter-
national Geosphere-Biosphere Program 

(IGBP) and International Human Dimensions Program on Global 
Environmental Change (IHDP). His research interests include the 
monitoring of land-cover changes by remote sensing, and the mod-
eling of land-use changes and some of their impacts on coupled 
human-environment systems. Lambin has published extensively 
in leading scientific journals in remote sensing, geography and 
environmental sciences. 

The National Academy of Sciences is a private organization 
of scientists and engineers dedicated to furthering science and its 
uses for the general welfare. It was established in 1863 by a con-
gres sion al act of incorporation, signed by Abraham Lincoln, which 
calls on the NAS to act as an official adviser to the federal govern-
ment, upon request, in any matter of science or technology.

More on the National Academy of Sciences is available at  
www.nasonline.org. n
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