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The AAG showcased two programs at 
the 17th Session of the United Nations 
Commission on Sustainable Develop-

ment (CSD), held May 4-15, 2009. The CSD 
is a high level forum responsible for guiding 
implementation of the Agenda 21 program 
adopted at the 1992 Earth Summit. 

CSD organizers recognized two AAG pro-
grams—My Community, Our Earth: Geographic 
Learning for Sustainable Development and the AAG/
EIS-AFRICA Collaboration: Geospatial Science for 
Sustainable Development—as model initiatives 
that were particularly relevant to the CSD-17 
regional focus on Africa, and thematic foci on 
agriculture, drought, desertification, land, and 
rural development. In addition to showcasing 
the AAG’s work on sustainable development at 
the CSD Partnership Fair, AAG staff presented 
specifically on both featured programs during 
a special session on applications of geospatial 
technologies for sustainable development. 

The My Community, Our Earth program 
(MyCOE) was established in 2002 in conjunc-
tion with the World Summit on Sustainable 
Development, which was organized in part 

to take stock of the international community’s 
progress towards the goals set forth in Agenda 
21. Correspondingly, MyCOE adopted the 40 
chapters of Agenda 21 as organizing themes. 
MyCOE engages a diverse and expanding 
student and mentor network around the world 
to encourage the use of geographic tools and 
concepts to address local sustainable develop-
ment issues. MyCOE is currently focusing on 
the use of GIS, remote sensing, and geospatial 

analytical techniques for biodiversity conser-
vation in Africa. This latest initiative will also 
help to strengthen collaboration among Afri-
can universities, government environmental 
authorities, and NGOs around sustainability 
goals. 

The second AAG program spotlighted at 
CSD-17 was the AAG’s collaboration with 
EIS-AFRICA, a leading African geography, 
GIS, and environmental science organization. 
The organizations began working together 
in 2008, and have made significant progress 
in efforts to build African capacity to use 
geo-spatial science and environmental infor-
mation in academic, governmental and non-
governmental institutions. Collaboration has 
focused specifically on training end-users on 
use of geographic data; developing relation-
ships with African universities to support ca-
pacity building and institutional development; 
identifying and filling gaps in fundamental 
geospatial datasets for three initial countries: 
Burkina Faso, Uganda, Namibia; and a recip-
rocal membership program between the AAG 
and EIS-Africa. n

UN Features AAG's Geography and 
Sustainable Development Programs

AAG staff members Candida Mannozzi and Matthew Hamilton 
spoke about the AAG’s activities in Africa with UN delegates, 
university professors, NGO representatives and others.

The editors of Progress in Human Geo-
graphy are pleased to announce  
GeObits, a new initiative within the 

field of geographical scholarship and pub-
lishing.

GeObits is an electronic-only supple-
ment to PiHG. It is designed to provide an 
opportunity to record, in biographical com-
memoration, the life, works and scholarly 
achievements of deceased academic geogra-
phers and of all members of the geographical 
community, broadly interpreted, for whom 
biographical notes of remembrance would 
be appropriate.

The development of GeObits reflects 
widespread interest in biographical work 
within geography and provides an opportun-
ity to recognize the contributions of individu-
als which might otherwise be overlooked. It 
does not seek to prescribe who is remembered 
in this way, nor guide how remembrance of 
geographers may be undertaken. It is, rather, 
a resource open to all, an opportunity to pro-
vide a record of lives lived, to afford remem-
brance of a teacher and colleague and to note 
research and scholarly achievements. 

If, in time, GeObits serves to provide an 
electronic record of geographers and their 

achievements, that will be welcome. Its pri-
mary purpose, however, is to allow a space for 
the geographical community to note, in mem-
oir, the contributions made by individuals to 
the field of Geography broadly defined.

Intending contributors are invited to get 
in touch with Charlie Withers (c.w.j.withers@
ed.ac.uk), the PiHG editor responsible for  
GeObits. n
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