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major achievements of the century. His
work has been compared to the unraveling
of the genetic code of the DNA molecule.”
Yergin notes that Chomsky's linguistics
theories have influenced “everything from
the way children are taught foreign lan-
guages to what it means when we say that
we are human.” The “"Chomskyan Revolu-
tion,” has also generated intellectual rever-
berations across many disciplines, includ-
ing geography, anthropology, education,
psychology, and genetics. Chomsky is
one of the most frequently cited scholars
of all time.

Noam Chomsky is also an impassioned
critic of American foreign policy, and of

corporate and governmental power. His
now classic book on the role of intellec-
tuals in American society, American Power
and the New Mandarins, greatly influenced
the debate on the Vietnam War, and
continues to prompt examination of the
complicity of intellectuals in implement-
ing policies of entrenched power to this
day. Its arguments resonate strongly today
in the context of a new war.

Chomsky studied linguistics, mathemat-
ics, and philosophy at the University of
Pennsylvania and Harvard, and received
is his PhD from U-Penn for his original
and ground-breaking dissertation entitled
"Transformational Analysis.” Since receiving

his PhD, he has taught at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, in what is now the
Department of Linguistics and Philosophy.
He has received literally hundreds of pres-
tigious scholarly awards, honors, prizes, fel-
lowships, distinguished professorships, and
honorary degrees. It is our great honor to
have him join us at the AAG's annual meet-
ing in Boston. | hope you will enjoy "A
Conversation with Noam Chomsky.”
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