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Lee Schwartz, Director of 
the State Department’s 
Office of The Geographer 

and Global Issues for the past 
five years, has been officially 
appointed as The Geographer 
of the United States, a posi-
tion in which he has been serv-
ing in an acting capacity since 
the untimely death of Bill Wood in July 
of 2005.  Schwartz becomes the Depart-
ment’s 8th Geographer, a position estab-
lished in 1921. 

According to federal regulations, the 
position is responsible for providing guid-
ance to all federal agencies on questions of 
international boundaries and sovereignty 
claims. Schwartz will continue to serve as 
the Director of the Office of The Geogra-
pher and Global Issues, which is located 
in the State Department’s Bureau of Intel-
ligence and Research.  Under his direc-
tion, the Office has doubled in size over 
the past five years, adding GIS and remote 
sensing staff and capacity, integrating 

rotating science fellows on a 
regular basis, and launching 
the interagency Humanitarian 
Information Unit.  

Previously, Schwartz held 
positions in the Office of the 
Geographer as division chief 
for Global Issues and for Unit-
ed Nations and Humanitarian 

Concerns.  During his more than 15 years 
at the State Department, Schwartz has 
directed research and analysis on global 
issues from sustainable development to 
human rights and coordinated fieldwork 
and applied geography projects overseas 
during complex humanitarian emergencies 
in the Balkans, Central Asia, Afghanistan, 
Sudan, the Horn of Africa, and else-
where.  He has also served as the U.S. 
government’s expert delegate for Geneva 
Process on the Problems of Refugees, 
Displaced Persons, Migration, and Asy-
lum Seekers, as a representative to the 
Global Futures Forum, and as a focal point 
for State Department efforts on strategic 

warning.  His recent work has focused on 
ethnic conflict, refugee flows, peacekeep-
ing operations, conflict mitigation and 
response, and humanitarian information 
coordination.  Schwartz was named the 
State Department’s 2005 winner of the 
Warren Christopher Award for Outstand-
ing Achievement in Global Affairs 

Schwartz’s academic background is in 
political and population geography, with 
a focus on countries of the former Soviet 
Union and Eastern Europe. He received 
a bachelor’s degree from Bucknell Uni-
versity and his master’s and doctorate 
degrees from Columbia University.  Prior 
to joining the Office of the Geographer in 
1992, Schwartz was a member of the fac-
ulty of The American University’s School 
of International Service.  He also held 
research fellowships at the U.S. Census 
Bureau, Duke University’s East-West Cen-
ter, and as a Fulbright scholar at Moscow 
University. n
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major achievements of the century. His 
work has been compared to the unraveling 
of the genetic code of the DNA molecule.” 
Yergin notes that Chomsky’s linguistics 
theories have influenced “everything from 
the way children are taught foreign lan-
guages to what it means when we say that 
we are human.” The “Chomskyan Revolu-
tion,” has also generated intellectual rever-
berations across many disciplines, includ-
ing geography, anthropology, education, 
psychology, and genetics.  Chomsky is 
one of the most frequently cited scholars 
of all time.

Noam Chomsky is also an impassioned 
critic of American foreign policy, and of 

corporate and governmental power. His 
now classic book on the role of intellec-
tuals in American society, American Power 
and the New Mandarins, greatly influenced 
the debate on the Vietnam War, and 
continues to prompt examination of the 
complicity of intellectuals in implement-
ing policies of entrenched power to this 
day. Its arguments resonate strongly today 
in the context of a new war.

Chomsky studied linguistics, mathemat-
ics, and philosophy at the University of 
Pennsylvania and Harvard, and received 
is his PhD from U-Penn for his original 
and ground-breaking dissertation entitled 
“Transformational Analysis.” Since receiving 

his PhD, he has taught at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, in what is now the 
Department of Linguistics and Philosophy.  
He has received literally hundreds of pres-
tigious scholarly awards, honors, prizes, fel-
lowships, distinguished professorships, and 
honorary degrees.  It is our great honor to 
have him join us at the AAG’s annual meet-
ing in Boston.   I hope you will enjoy “A 
Conversation with Noam Chomsky.” n
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Register for the 2008 AAG Annual Meeting at www.aag.org/annualmeeting.


