
T he National Science Foundation has 
awarded a grant of $495,481 to 
the Association of American Geo-

graphers to expand the AAG Center for 
Global Geography Education (CGGE).   
The three-year CGGE Phase 2 project is 
under the direction of Mi-
chael Solem (AAG), Phil 
Klein (University of North-
ern Colorado), and Osval-
do Muñiz (Texas State 
University – San Marcos). 
Researchers at the Associa-
tion of American Colleges 
and Universities will moni-
tor procedures, design and 
conduct an ongoing forma-
tive evaluation with annual 
reports, and prepare a sum-
mative evaluation of the 
project’s learning resources and faculty 
development workshops.

CGGE Phase 2 will revise the library 
of instructional modules created under 
the first phase (Nationalism, Global Econo-
my, and Population) while also developing 
three new titles: Water Resources, Migra-
tion, and Global Climate Change.  This work 
will be informed by an extension evalua-
tion study that assessed the effectiveness 
of the first set of CGGE modules dur-
ing classroom trials between September 
2004 and May 2005. The evaluation 
identified several instances of how the 
modules could be improved to enhance 
student learning of international per-
spectives.1

In Phase 2, the CGGE modules will be 
redesigned to provide greater flexibility 
for undergraduate instruction.  Each will 
include case studies that explore geo-
graphic issues from multiple international 
perspectives; student activities that sup-
port international learning collaborations 
using discussion boards, wikis, web cams, 
and other communication tools; and col-
laboration calendars for faculty wishing 

to use CGGE modules for international 
teaching collaborations.   

All of the resources will be published 
online in English, Spanish, and Arabic, 
with additional language support as the 
project develops over the coming years.

CGGE Phase 2 will also 
sponsor workshops aimed 
at expanding the network 
of collaborating faculty 
to areas in the Middle 
East and Southeast Asia, 
while retaining the exist-
ing networks of faculty 
in the Americas, Europe, 
and China.  The first such 
workshop is planned for 
the AAG Annual Meet-
ing in Boston (for details 
and to register, please 

visit the workshop page at http://aag.org/
annualmeetings/2008/index.htm). Work-
shops will also be held at upcoming inter-
national meetings, including the SEAGA 
Conference in the Philippines in June 
2008, the IGU Congress in Tunisia in 
August 2008, and the HERODOT Liv-
erpool Conference in September 2008.  
Information about these workshops and 
other project activities will be posted 
in the coming months at www.aag.org/
education/center.

Please contact the CGGE directors 
with questions and to learn of upcoming 
opportunities related to the project. 

Michael Solem 
msolem@aag.org

Phil Klein 
phil.klein@unco.edu

Osvaldo Muñiz 
o.muniz@txstate.edu

1 Klein, P. and M. Solem.  Evaluating the Impact of 
International Collaboration on Geography Learn-
ing.   Forthcoming, Journal of Geography in Higher 
Education.

2 AAG Newsletter www.aag.org

December 2007 From the Meridian

AAG Newsletter
of the 

Association of American 
Geographers

Douglas Richardson, Publisher 
and Managing Editor

Jim Ketchum, Editor

AAG Voice 202-234-1450

AAG Fax 202-234-2744

newsletter@aag.org

www.aag.org

USPS 987-380  ISSN 0275-3995

The AAG Newsletter ISSN 0275-
3995 is published monthly with July/
August combined, by the Association 
of American Geographers, 1710 16th 
Street NW, Washington, DC 20009-
3198. The cost of an annual sub-
scription is $25.00 The subscription 
price is included in the annual dues of 
the Association. Not available to non-
members. Periodicals postage paid in 
Washington, DC. All news items and 
letters, including job listings, should be 
sent to the Editor at the address below 
or to newsletter@aag.org.

All Newsletter materials must arrive 
at the Association office by the 1st of 
the month preceding the month of the 
publication. This includes job listings. 
Material will be published on a space 
available basis and at the discretion of 
the editorial staff.

When your address changes, please 
notify the Association office immedi-
ately. Six weeks notice is necessary 
to insure uninterrupted delivery of 
AAG publications. To assist the AAG 
office in your address change, include 
the address label with your change of 
address.

Postmaster: Send address changes 
to AAG Newsletter, 1710 16th Street 
NW, Washington, DC 20009-3198, or 
address@aag.org.

AAG Center for Global Geography 
Education Receives NSF Grant

Solem


